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CONDITIONALS and UNREAL PAST - (INTERMEDIATE)

1 Mini-test - Choose the correct answer.

1) If I ______ you, I wouldn’t work on my own birthday.

  
   a) would be
b) were

c) have been
d) had

2) You ______ pass the exam, unless you work harder.


  a) don’t 
b) won’t
 
c) couldn’t 
d) will

3) ______ I _______ it was Mother’s Day, I would have bought a bunch of flowers.


    a) had …known
b) did … know

c) would …. know
d) if … knew

4) I wish it ___________ always Christmas.


   a) was
b) is

c) would be
d) will

5) I’ll go for a walk _______.     

a) unless it will rain
b) if it rains
c) unless it doesn’t rain
d) unless it rains

6) If I ________ harder last year, I wouldn’t have to worry now about my final examination.

     a) worked
b) had worked
c) would work
d) would have worked

7) I would rather you _________ to that party.


  a) didn’t go 
b) don’t go
c) haven’t gone
d) wouldn’t go

8) If you _______ Alice, tell her I’ve been waiting for her for hours.


  a) will see 
b) should see
c) didn’t see
d) had seen

9) It’s time we ________ making preparations for the festivities.


  a) start
b) started
c) would start
d) will start

10) If only I ________ two hundred years ago.


  a) lived
b) had lived
c) would live
d) would have lived

Practice

2  Fill in the gaps with the appropriate forms of the verbs, then discuss them with another student.

1 What ​​​________ you (buy) if you ________ (win) 10 million forint?

2 Where ________ you (travel) if your parents had offered you a plane-ticket 5 years ago?

3 What ________ you (do) if you________ (not admitted) to the university of your choice?

4 Where ________ your parents ​​________ (build) a house if they ________ (have) a lot of money when they were young?

5 Which topic ________you (choose) in Hungarian literature if you ________ (have) a choice at the final examination?

3  Make a conditional-chain. The first student makes a conditional sentence.

E.g. If I had a lot of money, I would buy a car. The second student begins with the second half of the sentence: If I bought a car, I would drive to Lake Balaton. The third goes on: If I drove to Lake Balaton, I would ….

4 Rewrite the following sentences without changing the word given so that the meaning stays the same.

1 Why can’t you tidy up your room?




WISH
________________________________________________________________

2 I didn’t learn English in the primary school and now I regret it. 

WISH
________________________________________________________________

3 I didn’t tell him the truth and now I feel guilty.



IF ONLY
________________________________________________________________

4 I feel strange, like in a dream.





AS IF 

________________________________________________________________

5 I wouldn’t like you to open the window.



RATHER
________________________________________________________________

5 Translate the following sentences using one of the structures discussed.

1 Ha nem lett volna a feleségem, biztosan elmentem volna külföldre.

________________________________________________________________

2 Viszek egy szendvicset arra az esetre, ha megéhezem.

________________________________________________________________
3 Ha siettünk volna, elértük volna a vonatot.

________________________________________________________________
4 Ha lenne egy veszélyes kutyám, pórázon tartanám (keep on a lead)

________________________________________________________________
5 Ha esetleg találkozol Ágival, mondd meg neki, hogy holnap lesz a parti.

________________________________________________________________
6 Hacsak nem adsz több időt, nem tudom befejezni a munkát időre.

________________________________________________________________
7 Ha beszéltem volna vele, most nem lennék itt.
________________________________________________________________
8 Ha megnyomod ezt a gombot, a gép elindul.

________________________________________________________________
9 Bárcsak láttam volna az összet meccset.

________________________________________________________________
10 Ha a helyedben lennék, nem sietnék ennyire. (2 megoldás!)

________________________________________________________________
11 Ha felajánlották volna a munkát, elfogadtam volna.

________________________________________________________________

GRAMMAR EXPLANATIONS:
1 The three basic types of conditionals

a. 1st conditional refers to the future:

If I have time, I’ll call you.

b. 2nd conditional refers to the present:

If I had time, I would call you.

c. 3rd conditional refers to the past:

If I had had time, I would have called you.

2 Zero conditional
It is used when we speak about general truths:

If you heat ice, it melts.
3 Mixed conditionals
You can mix second and third conditionals in the following way:

If I were you, I would have given it to him.

If you had learnt hard enough, you wouldn’t have to worry about the exams. 

4 Other structures in conditionals
a. Some other words might be used instead of if: unless means ‘hacsak nem’, provided (that) and on condition (that) mean ‘azzal a feltétellel, hogy’, while suppose/supposing means ‘feltéve, ha’.

Unless you speak, they will arrest the wrong person.

Provided you have a licence, you can drive my car.

Suppose/supposing you had found a £1000 note, what would you have done?

b. If it wasn’t/weren’t for means ‘ha … nem lenne’, if it hadn’t been for means ‘ha nem lett volna’, while but for can express both structures.

If it wasn’t for your help, I couldn’t do it.

If it hadn’t been for your help, I couldn’t have done it.

But for John, we would never get a new flat.

But for John, we would never have moved into a new flat.

c. I will take a few slices of bread in case somebody gets hungry.

5  Inversion in conditionals 

Should, were and had can be used in inversions:

If I should see him, I’ll tell him. – Should I see him, I’ll tell him.

If I were you, I wouldn’t do that. – Were I you, I wouldn’t do that.

If I had known your number, I would have called you. – Had I known your number, I would have called you.

 6 Unreal past

It is used with the following structures: I wish, If only, as if, as though, it’s time, would rather, would sooner.
a. To refer to the present we can use:

I wish you were here now.

If only you could stay longer.

He looks as if he were ill. 

I’d rather you didn’t smoke here.

It’s time you started working on your essay.

b. To refer to the past we can use:

I wish you had been here yesterday.

If only you had been able to stay longer. OR If only you could have stayed longer. (NOT If only you would have …) 

I’d rather you had come earlier.

1 Why can’t you tidy up your room?


WISH

I wish you tidied up your room.

2 I didn’t learn English in primary school and now I regret it. 









WISH

I wish I had learnt English in primary school.

3 I didn’t tell him the truth and now I feel guilty. IF ONLY

If only I had told him the truth.

4 I feel strange, like in a dream.




AS IF 

I feel as if I was in a dream.

5 I wouldn’t like you to open the window.

RATHER

I would rather you didn't open the window.

1 Ha nem lett volna a feleségem, biztosan elmentem volna külföldre.

If it hadn'b been for my wife / But for my wife, I would certainly have gone abroad.

2 Viszek egy szendvicset arra az esetre, ha megéhezem.

I will take a sandwich in case I get hungry.

3 Ha siettünk volna, elértük volna a vonatot.

If we had hurried, we would have reached the train.

4 Ha lenne egy veszélyes kutyám, pórázon tartanám (keep on a lead)

If I had a dangerous dog, I would keep in on a lead.

5 Ha esetleg találkozol Ágival, mondd meg neki, hogy holnap lesz a parti.

If you should meet Ági, tell her the party is tomorrow.

6 Hacsak nem adsz több időt, nem tudom befejezni a munkát időre.

Unless you give me more time, I won't be able to finish the job on time.

7 Ha beszéltem volna vele, most nem lennék itt.

If I had talked to him, I wouldn't be here now.

8 Ha megnyomod ezt a gombot, a gép elindul.

If you push this button, the machine starts.

9 Bárcsak láttam volna az összet meccset.

I wish / If only I had seen all the games.

10 Ha a helyedben lennék, nem sietnék. (2 megoldás!)

If I were you / Were I you, I wouldn't hurry.

11 Ha felajánlották volna a munkát, elfogadtam volna.

If they had offered me the job, I would have accepted it.

