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CULTS AND THE END OF THE WORLD
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1 If the world were to end by the end of this year, I would …

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

2 What is your definition of a cult? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discuss your definition with a partner and agree on a common definition. Then, go to the end of this handout and read the ‘official’ definition of a cult.

3 Watch the video of the leader of a well-known cult speaking and answer the questions below. 

(0:00 – 3:00 and 4:52 – 6:35)
1 What is it that they consider to be the most urgent issue to deal with?

________________________________________________________________________________

2 According to the speaker, how would an intelligent person react to their claim?
________________________________________________________________________________

3 What is the future of planet Earth as the speaker sees it? Is it going to be destroyed?

________________________________________________________________________________

4 What do we learn about the background of the speaker?

________________________________________________________________________________

5 What is planet Earth in the ideology of the speaker’s cult?

________________________________________________________________________________

6 How does our civilisation evolve? What is the consequence of that evolution?

________________________________________________________________________________

7 What is the speaker’s ultimate claim about his identity?

________________________________________________________________________________

Do you agree with any of what he says? Are there any claims for such a cult to exist and recruit? Would allow this cult to operate, ban it, or imprison its members? Why / Why not?

4 It’s time for vocabulary. Match the words/expressions below with their meaning (all the words come from the video message you’ve just watched.
	1. major (statement)
	a) something that helps you to progress towards achieving something

	2. bold (statement)
	b) important, significant

	3. prophetic
	c) destroyed 

	4. doomsday
	d) To be on the brink of sth

	5. refurbished
	e) unusual, not acceptable by people

	6. spaded under
	f) not approve of sth or sb, especially because you think it is morally wrong

	7. to be on the threshold of sth
	g) overcome sth

	8. in all honesty
	h) saying what will happen in the future

	9. stepping stone
	i) to change and improve a plan, idea, or skill

	10. condemn sb
	j) what you are saying is what you really think

	11. rid yourself of problems/behaviour etc
	k) the last day of the Earth's existence


5 Are cults really that dangerous? Read the following excerpts and decide if they could be used for or against cults.
1 The literature of several cults prescribes a strict discipline imposed by harsh means, abhorrent to anybody. An example of this is 'rodding', where a rod is given to the mother to punish her baby for crying.

2 Here are three important statements from the ‘holy book’ of a well-known cult:
a "Happiness. True joy and happiness are valuable. If one does not survive, no joy and no happiness are obtainable." 
b "Eat properly. People who do not eat properly are not of much help to you or themselves. They tend to have a low energy level." 
c "Preserve your teeth. If one brushed one's teeth after every meal, it has been said that one would not suffer tooth decay." 

3 Incredibly, people are apparently drawn into that organisation by trite and puerile quotes of that kind. Some will say that if people are naive and foolish enough to be persuaded by that kind of juvenile rubbish, that is their own business …

4 "Informing adolescents about sects and new religious movements must be an integral part of the general education system." 


5 The introduction of major legislation would conflict with the freedom of conscience and of religion which is guaranteed by Article 9 of the European Convention on Human Rights.

6 I suggest that we require the registration of all sects and new religious movements so that we can monitor their activities. Coupled with that, we should set up independent bodies to circulate objective information, particularly to schools and colleges, so that parents, teachers and young people can be fully and accurately informed.

7 Recent decades had witnessed a decline of religious values in the West whilst Islamic fundamentalism had gone from strength to strength. The traditional churches in Europe had failed their congregations by ignoring basic moral issues. 
8 Religious houses had allowed themselves to become politicised.

9 Parents had not offered true guidance to their children who were therefore obliged to turn to avant-garde religious sects for spiritual nourishment.

10 Young people needed access to factual and unbiased information when dealing with religious groups. 

11 In Germany evidence had been found of mutilated animal corpses, the aftermath of Black Masses. 

12 There is a danger in condemning out of hand emerging religious movements, and labelling them "sects".

13 One general rule for people considering this matter is to ask whether the founders or gurus of a sect are rich. If they are, it is almost certainly unsound.
14 "While a religion implies free, informed consent on the part of those who join it, people joining certain sects may be free when they join it, but are not informed, and, once they are informed, they are usually no longer free." 

15  Many cults have come into being to meet the craving among young people for new dependencies.
16 Some sects abuse young people and use people with various problems such as drug problems or mental problems. 

17 The problems raised by sects could not be solved by intolerance.

18 People have the right to choose. 

6 Now watch a short news item about the cult whose leader you heard speaking.
i) 21:
ii) drug overdose:

iii) mattresses:

iv) black:

v) shoes:

vi) violence:

vii) alcohol:

viii) 3 groups:

ix) cleaned up:

x) ID card:

xi) comet:

SOLUTION:

Cults are organisations that "use deceptive and psychologically manipulative techniques to recruit unsuspecting people".
