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CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

1 Read the following statements about Christmas in Britain and guess whether they are true or false. Write T next to the statements which you think are true and write F next to the statements which you think are false.

1. British people set up the Christmas-tree in the children’s room.

2. Children in Britain get their presents on 24th December. 

3. Some of their presents are put in their stockings. 

4. People in Britain put up the Christmas tree much earlier than the Hungarians do. 

5. The British first get together with their relatives on Boxing Day. 

6. Most people in Britain stay at home between Christmas and New Year.

7. Christmas pudding is very similar to our ‘Somlói galuska’. 

8. Families watch Indiana Jones on Christmas Day. 

9. New Year’s Eve is another typical family holiday.

10. On this day people usually have a rest to recover from the celebration.

1 Now read and/or listen to the following text and check your answers to Exercise 1 above..
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I suppose the main holiday that would be a holiday for everybody would be Christmas in that almost everybody in Britain celebrates it and it’s a really big holiday. In fact, it’s a huge commercial event these days as well. As for celebrating Christmas itself, the real traditions are that on Christmas Eve, which is on the 24th of December, children especially would hang out a stocking or something, either at the end of their beds or under the Christmas tree, which would typically be in the living room of the house just before they go to bed. When they wake up on Christmas Day, then they would find presents in their stockings at the end of their beds and so on and they would perhaps go down to the Christmas tree and under the Christmas tree, there would be more presents. By the way, we put up the Christmas tree well before Christmas, so we don’t have the tradition that I believe there is in Hungary of putting the Christmas tree up just the day before Christmas Day. And then, Christmas Day is traditionally a family day, with a big lunch, which again traditionally would be roast turkey with vegetables, with potatoes and carrots and everything and gravy, followed by Christmas pudding, which is a kind of very strong fruit pudding with brandy poured over it and set fire to (if you really want to go all the way with it). Then a lot of eating happens usually, a lot of watching the Christmas films, something like Indiana Jones or something like that, there’s usually some sort of family blockbuster on, eating mince pies and chocolate and things like that and playing with presents and things. Then, the following day, the 26th is Boxing Day, which would typically be the day to visit the family members you weren’t with on the 25th, either because you couldn’t be, or 
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because not everybody could fit in one place. This means perhaps grandparents or you might travel somewhere or do something with the family, but it’s still a holiday for everybody. After that some people go back to work for a few days but not very many, before the New Year celebrations. 

New Year’s Eve, which is the last day of December, is usually celebrated with a big party of some kind, either a house party, or a party where you go out maybe on the streets or whatever. If they’re in the pubs, everybody will come out onto the streets and go to the centre of whichever town or village they live in, waiting for the midnight to strike. Then at midnight everybody would say ’Happy New Year’ to each other and then slowly go home, and then New Year’s Day is usually a kind of recovery day. Of course, at midnight, the traditional song to sing is Auld Lang Syne. 

3 Write the missing words in the gaps in the summary below, using the words given. There are two extra words that you do not need to use.
	also, as, and, as well as, at, but, either, or, what, which




Christmas is the most important holiday in Britain _________ (1) it is celebrated by most of the inhabitants. The tree is usually put up early in December. The presents are placed in children’s stockings ___________(2) under the Christmas tree. Families get together on 25th December ___________ (3) have a big lunch. The traditional Christmas lunch consists of roast turkey with potatoes, carrot and gravy, and Christmas pudding, ​​​​​​​​​​__________ (4) is a fruit pudding poured over by brandy and set fire to. Boxing Day is ___________ (5) a holiday for everyone. On this day people visit relatives __________ (6) travel somewhere. Between Christmas and New Year, only a few people go back to work.

New Year’s Eve is usually celebrated with a big party; ___________(7) at somebody’s place or in a pub. __________(8) midnight people wish Happy New Year to each other and then they slowly go home. The next day is a day of rest. 

4 Consider the following questions and then discuss them with your partner(s).

· How important are holidays in your life?

· Why do you think people originally invented holidays?

· What do you think is the role of holidays in the life of a family/community/nation/country?

· How do you prepare for holidays?

· Do you think we celebrate our holidays in the proper way? (If not, how do you think we should celebrate them?)

Expression Bank

I suppose – azt hiszem

In fact – valójában
As for celebrating Christmas itself - ami magát a Karácsony ünneplését illeti 
either at the end of their beds or under the Christmas tree – az ágyuk végéban, vagy a karácsonyfa alatt
By the way - mellesleg
well before Christmas – jóval karácsony előtt
I believe – azt hiszem, úgy hiszem
pudding with brandy poured over it – branyvel leöntött puding
set fire to sth – meggyújtani valamit

if you really want to go all the way with it – ha tényleg teljesen rendesen szeretnét csinálni
a lot of eating happens – nagyokat eszünk

something like that – vagy valami ilyesmi

and things like that – meg ilyen dolgok

not everybody could fit in one place – nem mindenki fér be egyszerre

a big party of some kind – egy nagy buli

or whatever – vagy mi
the centre of whichever town or village they live in – annak a falunnak, vagy városnak a közepén, ahol élnek

waiting for the midnight to strike – várják, hogy éjfélt üssön az óra
recovery day – ‘kipihenőnap’, buli után a másnap

Of course - természetesen






