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JOBS WE DO – SPOKEN ENGLISH 
1 Listen to an Englishman talking about jobs and fill in the gaps below using ONE suitable word.
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I’d say that the jobs that have the most respect are what we call the professions. That includes the legal profession, then, there’s the medical profession, that’s being a doctor or a nurse. Those kind of people are quite ___________(1) respected and they usually play a big part in the community. Jobs which are not respected: I think that it depends, but I believe that some people don’t have a lot of respect for big money-grabbing ___________(2). I suppose there’s a stereotype among certain people that businessmen and industrialists would do anything for money. Perhaps, ___________(3) don’t have a lot of respect in Britain these days either. I guess it’s partly because in recent years they haven’t been ___________(4) to get away with things, like perhaps they could have many years ago. 

Then, the expression ‘blue-collared’ workers still exists, but we don’t use it so much any more. By that we mean ___________(5) workers. I suppose that perhaps it doesn’t have as much respect as it sometimes deserves from people who are perhaps a bit ___________(6) about work and what people do. 
Hopefully, these days things are improving a little bit. Of course, your job and what you do is still important, but the jobs of people like dustmen and street-cleaners are, I think, a little bit better than they were and they tend to have better ___________(7), as well as a better organisation at work. So hopefully, they can feel that their work is valued a little bit more.

As for the police, there’s a decent amount of respect for them in general. A lot of young people don’t respect the police too much, but, I guess, that’s part of being young and not respecting ___________(8) in general. However, I think that most people feel that if they were in trouble, they could go up to a police officer and ask for help and then something would be done about that.

I think ___________(9) is a big issue in certain areas in particular. For example, in the north of England there were many coal mines which were all ___________(10) in the 1980s and as a consequence of that, there were many small villages and towns in that region of Britain, which were then almost full of unemployed young, middle-aged and older men, the whole town relied on 
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the pit at that time and suddenly they were all ___________(11). These were men who spent their whole life doing this and that’s what they were ___________(12) for and couldn’t really do anything else. So that caused a really big problem in unemployment at that time. I think it has recovered a little since then. With regards to Hungary, to be honest, I’m not really sure about it. I don’t know how to compare it so much but I think it’s something similar.

2 Answer the following questions about the text.

1. Who are ‘professionals’ in Britain?

__________________________________________________________________

2. How does the public feel about businessman in the speaker’s point of view?

__________________________________________________________________

3. Who are blue-collared workers?

__________________________________________________________________

4. How do people feel about the police in general?

__________________________________________________________________

5. In which parts of England is unemployment higher?

__________________________________________________________________

6. Can you recall what the speaker says about mining pits?

__________________________________________________________________

3 Without looking at the text, try to recall the context in which the following words occurred.

	guess – general – decent – valued – snobbish – stereotype – respect – collared – 

part of – get away


Expression Bank

1. I’d say – Azt mondanám
2. jobs that have the most respect are – a legelismertebb foglalkozások a … 

3. what we call the professionals – amit úgy hívunk, hogy szellemi foglalkozásúak 

4. the legal profession – a jogi pálya 

5. Those kind of people are quite highly respected – az ilyen embereket nagyon tisztelik
6. usually play a big part in the community – általában fontos szerepet játszanak a közösségben

7. some people don’t have a lot of respect for – néhányan nem nagyon becsülik a … 

8. big money-grabbing businessmen – a nagy pénzű üzletemberek
9. there’s a stereotype among certain people – van egy berögződés az emberekben
10. politicians don’t have a lot of respect in Britain these days – a politikusokat nem nagyon tisztelik mostanában Nagy-Britanniában 

11. I suppose – feltételezem, azt hiszem
12. it’s partly because – ez részben azért van, mert …

13. in recent years – az utóbbi években
14. to be able to get away with things, - képesnek lenni arra, hogy megússzák szárazon
15. ‘blue-collared’ workers – fizikai munkások
16. by that we mean physical workers – ami alatt fizikai munkásokat értünk
17. it doesn’t have as much respect as it sometimes deserves from people – ennek nincs olyan nagy becsülete, mint amit megérdemelne az emberektől

18. to be perhaps a bit snobbish about work – egy kicsit sznob a munka területén

19. these days - mostanában
20. things are improving a little bit – a dolgok javulnak kissé

21. they tend to have better equipment, - mostanában jobb felszerelésük van
22. a better organisation at work – jobb a szervezettsége a munkának
23. hopefully, - remélhetőleg
24. feel that their work is valued a little bit more – érzik, hogy a munkájukat kicsit többre értékelik

25. there’s a decent amount of respect – meglehetős tisztelet övezi
26. I guess, that’s part of being young  - azt hiszem, ez is hozzátartozik, hogy valaki fiatal

27. not respecting authority in general – általában nem tisztelik a hatóságokat
28. is a big issue – jelentős probléma
29. in certain areas in particular – bizonyos területeken különösen
30. were all closed down – mindet bezárták
31. as a consequence of that – ennek következményeként
32. they were all out of work – mind állás nélkül maradtak
33. they spent their whole life doing this – egész életükben ezt csinálták
34. it has recovered a little since then – azóta kissé rendeződött
35. With regards to Hungary – Magyarországot illetően
36. to be honest – őszintén megvallva
37. I’m not really sure about it – nem vagyok biztos benne

38. I don’t know how to compare it – nem tudom összehasonlítani
