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CONDITIONALS - (ADVANCED)

1 Mini-test

Decide if the following sentences are correct or not. If not, correct the error(s).

	
	Correct or not?

	1. If he should call me, I will tell him to visit you.
	

	2. If she has been waiting for a long time, she will be angry.
	

	3. I’d like to use the computer now unless you don’t need it.
	

	4. If you knew me better, you would not have done that.
	

	5. Suppose you had lost your keys, what would you have done?
	

	6. Supposing you won the lottery, what will you do?
	

	7. He was then released, on the condition that he went into exile.
	

	8. But for Jack, she would never have been in this position.
	


2 Grammar points

A Variations on the basic conditional structures

1st: If I know the answer, I will/may tell you.

Other options: If she has arrived, she will be waiting for you.

2nd: If I knew the answer, I would/might/could tell you.

Other options: If you failed the test, you ought to/should try it again.

3rd: If they had paid attention, they wouldn’t/might not/needn’t have failed.

Other options: If they had paid attention, they would/could/might/should have passed.

B Mixed conditionals

If you knew me better, you would not have done that. (2,3)

If I had worked hard at school, I would be a doctor now. (3,2)

C If’s friends 

Supposing you saw a crime, what would you do?

Supposing, Suppose, Imagine = If (in questions)

I’ll lend you my car, provided that you give it back tomorrow.

provided (that), as long as, on (the) condition that = azzal a feltétellel, hogy…

Assuming no one was looking, I’d take it. assuming, provided =if (feltéve, hogy, in statements)

I’d like to use the computer now unless you need it. unless = if not (no negation after it)

D Inversion

If I should see him, I’ll tell him to call you. – Should I see him, I’ll tell him to call you.

If I were in his position, I wouldn’t hesitate. – Were I in his position, I wouldn’t hesitate.

If they had been given the opportunity, they could have developed. – Had they been given ...

If she hadn’t been there, she might not have noticed. – Had she NOT been there... (no contraction)

E But for/If it weren’t for/If it hadn’t been for

But for you, I won’t pass/wouldn’t pass/wouldn’t have passed the exam. (nélküled)

If it weren’t for this project, she might be bored. (Inversion: Were it not for...)

If it hadn’t been for this project, she wouldn’t/couldn’t/might not have been promoted. (Inversion: Had it not been for...)

3 Rewrite the following sentences using the words given.
1 If your friend had not disturbed us, we could have finished the project. BUT …
______________________________________________________________________
2 If your son happens to be at school, please tell him to come and see me. SHOULD …

______________________________________________________________________
3 What would you have said if he had proposed to you? SUPPOSING …
______________________________________________________________________
4 If his mother hadn’t helped him out, he would have been in deep trouble. HAD …
______________________________________________________________________
5 I would like to take the car if you don’t need it. UNLESS …
______________________________________________________________________
6 You can stay at Joe’s overnight but only if you promise to call me first thing in the morning. LONG
______________________________________________________________________

7 If I had that kind of money, it’s possible that you could borrow some of it. MIGHT
______________________________________________________________________
4 Translate the following sentences using the words given.
1 Ha tényleg ismernél, nem mondtál volna ilyet. WOULD
______________________________________________________________________

2 Ha elmondták volna mi az igazság, lehet, hogy meggondoltam volna magam. HAD …

______________________________________________________________________

3 Ha többet beszélgettél volna a főnököddel, akkor most te lennél az igazgató. HAD
______________________________________________________________________

4 Ha a barátja lennék, nem engedném, hogy ilyet csináljon. WERE …

______________________________________________________________________

5 Ha mindent megtettem volna, sikerülnie kellett volna. IF…
______________________________________________________________________

6 És ha megvette volna a lottószelvényt, rengeteg pénzt nyerhetett volna. SUPPOSING
______________________________________________________________________

5 Sliding doors (1998) – a film about destiny

Find the conditional structures in the text.

From time-to-time, everyone thinks about the roads not taken in life, and how things might have turned out if the choice had been different. Perhaps it’s even more shocking is to think about how a seemingly minor action – catching a train, for example – could have an equally deep, yet less obvious, impact. Maybe that’s where you met your significant other, and, had you reached the platform just a few seconds later, who knows what would have happened and how life would be now? Writer/director Peter Howitt expands upon both possible fates of a character after she just misses/catches a train and as her separate destinies separate and then meet again, she becomes two completely different individuals.

	Road #1

GETS FIRED

CATCHES TRAIN



MEETS JAMES, FIRST ANNOYED BY HIM, THEN APOLOGIZES



GOES HOME TO FIND HER BOYFRIEND, GERRY IN BED WITH ANOTHER WOMAN

BREAKS UP

GOES TO LIVE WITH HER BEST FRIEND, CHANGES HER OUTLOOK (BECOMES BLONDE HELEN)

STARTS HER OWN BUSINESS

STARTS DATING JAMES, GERRY WANTS TO WIN HER BACK

DISCOVERS SHE IS PREGNANT WITH JAMES’ CHILD

TURNS OUT JAMES IS MARRIED

HAS AN ACCIDENT, TAKEN TO HOSPITAL
	Road #2

GETS FIRED.

MISSES TRAIN

GOES TO CATCH A TAXI

A MUGGER TRIES TO TAKE HER BAG, SHE FALLS AND HITS HER HEAD

TAXI DRIVER TAKES HER TO CASUALTY

GETS HOME TO FIND HER BOYFRIEND, GERRY ALONE

HAS TWO JOBS TO PAY THE BILLS

UNHAPPY, THINKS THAT GERRY IS HAVING AN AFFAIR

DISCOVERS SHE IS PREGNANT WITH GERRY’S CHILD

DISCOVERS THE GERRY’S AFFAIR

HAS AN ACCIDENT, TAKEN TO HOSPITAL




The wand – answer the questions.

1. Describe the man’s life before the wand. (appearance, job, car, traffic, house, lifestyle)

2. Describe the changes in his life, using 3rd conditional.

If he hadn’t found the wand, ...

3. How does the film end in the Hollywood version?

4. How does the film end in the director’s cut version?

5.  What would you do if you had a magic wand?

