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REPORTED SPEECH 1 - (INTERMEDIATE)

Mini-test

1 Rewrite each sentence using reported speech so that the meaning stays the same.

1 ‘I feel healthy’, Laura says.

____________________________________

2 ‘I don’t like rainy days’, Peter has just complained.

____________________________________

3 ‘I’m sure he will come one day’, my Grandma whispered.

____________________________________

4 ‘I found Susan in the cellar, where she had been knitting all night’, Tom admitted.

____________________________________

5 ‘I may be late’, Rick added.

____________________________________ 

6 ‘I’m going to see a fashion show in Vienna next week’, Sarah announced.

____________________________________

7 ‘When I come back, I’ll call you’, Sarah added.

____________________________________

8 ‘Don’t answer the door’, my wife told me.

____________________________________

9 ‘Give me the keys’, she told me.

____________________________________

2 Below you find extracts from two letters from two of your friends: Sam and Cathy. Put what they wrote in reported speech, trying to use as many reporting verbs as you can (e.g. admit, explain, mention, boast, promise). Begin like this:

Sam said/wrote  that…

Cathy said/wrote  that…

Sam:

My wardrobe isn’t huge. I have a few things of really good quality and I spend a lot of time on my clothing. Earlier I wore a lot of brand names and went to nice department stores. A couple of months ago I decided to buy a pair of pants but it turned out that they would be really expensive. Later I found them at another store for much cheaper. I haven’t really gone shopping lately because I’m saving for Christmas. I am going to buy a nice pullover for my sister.


Cathy:

I am definitely not afraid to stand out, but whenever I am trying to make a good impression, I'll dress in black. There’s this pair of jeans that I have been wearing, I cut them and they’re kind of tight. I found them in a small shop. My best friend, Suzanne, gave me one of her her old T-shirts, and it’s my new favorite thing. I haven’t been spending a lot of money on my clothes recently. Earlier I also liked to buy things second-hand. In terms of dressing myself in the morning, I have been aiming for lots of color lately. And I am definitely going to spend less money on clothes in the future.

3 Extra: Think of an important or interesting dialogue you had with someone (or a dialogue between two people you heard somewhere) and summarize the content of it to another student, whose task is to ask as many details of what happened as possible.

Grammar corner

1 Reporting verbs

Verbs that can introduce a reported statement are: add, admit, agree, argue, believe, complain, consider, decide, deny, doubt, explain, feel, hope, insist, mean, mention, object, persuade, promise, remark, repeat, reply, say, suggest, suppose, tell, think, warn.
She admitted that she didn’t care at all.

I promised that I would call later that day.


2 Time-shift 

We must change the tense of the verb if the reporting verb is in past tense:

(am/is→was, are→were, was/were/have been→had been, will →would, may→might, can→could)

‘I will send you a postcard from London.’ He said he would send me a postcard from London.

‘It is cold outside.’ She said it was cold outside.

‘They are late.’ Tom said they were late.

‘Jessica always wore fashionable clothes.’ He said Jessica had always worn fashionable clothes.

‘I have never been to New Zealand.’ Tim said he had never been to New Zealand.

3 No time-shift 

There is no change in time: 

a. if the reporting verb is in a present, present perfect or future tense.

‘I don’t believe in ghosts.’ - She says she doesn’t believe in ghosts.

‘I have never been to Asia.’ - He has just said he has never been to Asia.

b. when talking about something permanent 

‘I live in Budapest’, Mary said. - Mary said she lives in Budapest. 

c. when talking about general truths:  
‘The sun rises in the East.’ - The book stated that the sun rises in the East.

d. if the ‘that’ clause refers to an action that is still future at the moment of speaking 

‘Jeans will remain fashionable in the next few years’, experts told journalists. - Experts told journalists that jeans will remain fashionable in the next few years.

e. when using ‘must’ would, could, might, ought to, should

‘I must go home’, Paula said. - Paula said she must(/had to) go home.

This road should/ought to be repaired. John said that road should /ought to be repaired.

4 Reporting commands, requests and advice

These are expressed by a verb of command/request/advice+object+infinitive. Verbs that can be used this way are: advise, ask, command, encourage, forbid, invite, order, recommend, remind, tell, urge, warn.

‘Close your books.’ I asked the students to close their books.

 ‘Don’t make to much noise, children.’ I asked/warned/told/begged the children not to make too much noise.

Practice

Jokes – pair work – what’s in it? – 10 

Reported speech – Quiz (10 min)

Rep. speech (rules) - 10

Rep. speech soccer – sentences!! (15 min)

Patient: Everyone keeps ignoring me.
Psychiatrist: Next please!


Mother: Mrs. Jokes next door has a new baby.
Daughter: What will she do with her old one?

Patient: Doctor, I have a problem. I can't remember anything.
Doctor: How long have you had this problem?
Patient: What problem?


Teacher: What do letters B.C. mean?
Pupil: Before Calculators.

Jake: I got an anonymous letter.
John: From whom?

Lenny: May I hold your hand?
Jenny: No, it is not that heavy.

Customer: When I bought this cat, you told me he was good for mice. He doesn't go near them!
Clerk: Well, isn't that good for mice?

Billy: Do you write with your right or left hand?
Joel: My left hand.
Billy: Wrong! You write with a pencil!

Mad Professor: I have made a new invention!
Student: What does it do?
Mad Professor: It allows people to look through brick walls!
Student: What is it called?
Mad Professor: It's called a window!

Mary: Did you know they're not making pencils any longer?
Sue: Wow! Why not?
Mary: They're already long enough!

Teacher: Say, you can't sleep in my class.
Student: I could if you didn't talk so loud.

