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The PASSIVE - (INTERMEDIATE)

1 Mini-test - Put the words in the right order to make a correct sentence.
1. sent lot mail junk everyone is of to A.
__________________________________________________________________
2. He in sentenced five to years was prison.

__________________________________________________________________
3. been Has found the yet murderer?

__________________________________________________________________
4. touched of should the Nothing on be the scene crime.

__________________________________________________________________
5. He been just has police arrested by the.

__________________________________________________________________
6. The going shopping new next centre is be to open week.

__________________________________________________________________
7. We because use the serviced car it was couldn’t being.

__________________________________________________________________
8. new have next tax reform will been The by introduced year.

__________________________________________________________________
9. innocent He to thought is be.

__________________________________________________________________
10. believed is to the run have with He money away.

__________________________________________________________________
Grammar Corner

1 Usage

a. We use the passive either when we don’t say or know who did something or when we wish to emphasize who did it. Passive sentences are more formal than active sentences, so we can use them in reports, scientific texts and articles.

He was killed in a battle.

The king was killed by his brother.

2 Instrument

If we want to mention the instrument, we can use with:

President Lincoln was killed with a gun.

3 Tenses

The passive is formed by be + past participle and can be used with most of the tenses.

a. In the present:

They send the police report to the insurance company. The police report is sent to the insurance company.

The police are interrogating him about last night. He is being interrogated by the police about last night.

Someone has stolen my purse. My purse has been stolen.

b. In the past:

They called out the police. The police were called.

The police were interrogating him about the previous night. He was being interrogated by the police about the previous night.
Then I noticed that someone had stolen my purse. Then I noticed that my purse had been stolen.

c. In the future:

The police are going to catch him. He is going to be caught (by the police).

I think they will send her to prison. I think she will be sent to prison.

They will release her by the end of the year. She will have been released by the end of the year.

4 Modal verbs 

Modals should be used in the following way:

We must take drugs seriously. Drugs must be taken seriously.

5 Two objects

Some verbs like give, send, lend, show, pay, tell, promise, offer, teach can be used in two ways:

The murderer told the police the truth. The police were told the truth. The truth was told by the murderer to the police.

The judge gave him a free pardon. He was given a free pardon. A free pardon was given to him.

6 To-infinitive and ing form 

They are used in the passive in the following way:

Young people want people to take them seriously. Young people want to be taken seriously.

I can walk around at night without being afraid of someone attacking me. I can walk around at night without being afraid of being attacked.

7 Unfortunate events

Finally, here is another way of expressing the passive and we use it to express something accidental.

I had a bicycle stolen once.= My bicycle was stolen once. (ellopták)

2 Rewrite the following sentences using passive voice. The first few come from the Spoken English bits at the beginning of the unit.

1 I came back from a holiday and I found that some burglars had broken into the house. 

I came back from a holiday and I found that the house… 

2 Fortunately, they hadn’t stolen anything of mine. 

Fortunately, nothing …

3 Then, they have to write a report. 

Then, a report …

4 Some days later the court sent him a letter.

Some days later a …

5 Everyone must wear a mask tonight. 

Masks …

6 Nobody likes people telling them what to do. 

Nobody likes…
7 In his documentary Michael Moore asked some serious questions about the gun culture in the United States. 

In Michael Moore’s documentary some …

8 People in America use guns to kill an average of more than 11,000 people a year. 

Guns in America…

9 Experts have blamed America's bloody history for this violence. 

America’s bloody history …

10 Moore even forced stores which sell guns to change their marketing policies. 

Stores…

3 All these names, numbers, facts are related to the mysterious murders of Abrahan Lincoln and John F. Kennedy. Walk around the classroom, talk to the others to find out what they refer to. (Your teacher is going to give you a card with your information on it!)
7:
secretary:
warehouse:
1846:
1960:
car:
Johnson:
1908:
Friday:
Ford:
trial:
three-worded name
1839:
