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THE PASSIVE - (ADVANCED)

Mini-test

Decide if the following sentences are correct or not. If not, correct the error(s).

	
	Correction

	1. The village had been being attacked for days when the soldiers arrived.
	

	2.    My shoulder-bag is gone!
	

	3. We were shown a couple of English children in the school who are fluent now in Hungarian
	

	4. A table has been reserved us.
	

	5. Have you been mentioned the problem?
	

	6. The child was hit by a ball.
	

	7. Students should be let to choose the way they prefer to study.
	

	8. I hope my application will be managed.
	

	9.   The children were ordered to get dressed immediately.
	

	10.  He was seen steal a car in the street.
	

	11. I was made waiting for an hour.
	

	12 On being told the truth, he fainted.
	

	13 This plan needs/requires/wants thinking over.
	


1 Passive basics
Instead of present and past perfect continuous (has/have/had been being done), there are more natural ways of expressing the progressive aspect.

a) with the preposition under: attack, consideration, construction, discussion, observation, pressure, repair, review, stress, supervision;

b) with the preposition on: loan, order, sale, trial;

c) by changing the verb to a noun and using have: interviews, a treatment.


The village had been under attack for days before the soldiers arrived.


(NOT The village had been being attacked for days when the soldiers arrived.)


In Libya, a huge pipeline has been under construction for over a year now.


(NOT In Libya, a huge pipeline has been being built for over a year now.)

The case has been on trial at nine branches and no decision has been made about it.

c) There are some intransitive verbs which can be used in the passive with a similar meaning to the active: agree, break, close, finish and go. Also, some nouns can equally be followed by active and passive infinitive. See 17.9.

We all agreed about the things to do/to be done. OR We were all agreed about the things to do/to be done.

I will be finished with the essay soon. OR I will finish the essay soon. OR


The essay will be finished soon.

She is gone now to the United States to be a specialist. OR She has gone to the United States to be a specialist.

That era is gone. OR That era has passed. (is gone expresses present perfect)


My shoulder-bag is gone! OR My shoulder-bag has disappeared.

2. Two objects

a) Verbs such as bring, give, hand, lend, offer, pass, promise, sell, send, serve, show, teach, tell and write are used with the preposition to.

A story was told to him. OR

He was told a story.

(NOT A story was told him.)

We were shown a couple of English children in the school who are fluent now in Hungarian (a very difficult language!).

b) Verbs such as bring, build, buy, choose, cook, do, find, make, order, prepare, reserve are used with the preposition for.

A table has been reserved for us. OR

We have been reserved a table.

(NOT A table has been reserved us.)


I’ve brought this letter for you to sign. OR


I’ve brought you this letter to sign.

c) In the case of describe, explain, mention, say and suggest, the preposition to must be used (both in active and passive structures), so only the first structure mentioned in 11.2 is correct. 

She didn’t want to explain to her sick grandmother the reason for her fright.

She didn’t want to explain the reason for her fright to her sick grandmother.

(NOT She didn’t want to explain her sick grandmother the reason for her fright.)

The doctors explained everything to the patient before the operation. OR

Everything was explained to the patient before the operation.

(NOT The patient was explained everything before the operation.)

Has the problem been mentioned to you?

(NOT Have you been mentioned the problem?)


A simple solution was suggested to them.

(NOT They were suggested a simple solution.)

3. Prepositions

If a preposition follows the verb, it should not be forgotten but carried with the verb.


They laughed at him. OR He was laughed at.


(NOT He was laughed.)

4. By, from, of and with

a) In passive structures the person or thing that actually does the action (also called the agent) can usually be indicated by the preposition by.


He has built the house alone. OR The house has been built by him alone.

b) Sometimes by and with can be used, although the meaning is not the same. With refers to the instrument with which the action is done (or if it is an accident).


The child was hit with a ball (by another child).


The child was hit by a tree.

c) Crowded, filled, packed are followed by with.


The concert hall was filled with people.

made of: the raw material can be seen.


Our table is made of mahogany.

made with: something was used to make something.

This table was made with a special glue.

5. Get + past participle

With some verbs, get can be used to form the passive instead of  be, to refer to actions rather than states: arrested, caught, confused, delayed, divorced, dressed, drunk, elected, engaged, hit, healed, lost, married, stuck.


We got dressed as soon as we could.


They got married in May.

6. Verbs in passive + infinitive

a) Verbs that take an object + to infinitive can be used in the passive: advise, allow, ask, compel, encourage, expect, force, invite, oblige, order, offer, persuade, recommend, remind, teach, tell, warn. Of course, the to infinitive can also have a passive form (to be + past participle).

He was encouraged (not) to give up writing. OR

I encouraged him (not) to give up writing.

The children were ordered to get dressed immediately.

7. Verbs of perception in passive

Feel, hear, notice, observe, perceive, see, watch form active sentences with the infinitive without to or with the ing form. When we construct passive sentences to must be used with the infinitive while the ing form does not change.


I saw him steal/stealing a car in the street. OR

He was seen to steal/stealing a car in the street.

(NOT He was seen steal a car in the street.)

8. Allow, let and permit

Allow, let and permit can all be used to express the idea of giving permission in active voice.

a) Let takes the infinitive without to and cannot be used in the passive.

I won’t let him do what he wants.
(NOT He won’t be let do/to do what he wants.)

b) Allow and permit take object + to infinitive in active voice. (They can also be used with the ing form, in this case there is no object.) Allow and permit can be used with the following passive structures: ‘subject + be allowed/permitted + to infinitive’, ‘object + be allowed/permitted’ or ‘it + be permitted (but not allowed) + to infinitive’.


I won’t allow/permit him to do what he wants.


They don’t allow/permit eating in the library.


(NOT They don’t allow/permit students eating in the library.)

Drivers are (not) allowed/permitted to drink and drive at all in Czechoslovakia.

Drinking and driving is (not) allowed/permitted at all in Czechoslovakia.

It is not permitted to drink and drive at all in Czechoslovakia.

(NOT It is not allowed to drink and drive at all in Czechoslovakia.)

9. Make

Make is used with the infinitive without to in active voice, but when used in the passive the to infinitive must be used.


She made me wait for an hour.


I was made to wait for an hour.


(NOT I was made wait/waiting for an hour.)

10. It, there and subject + passive + infinitive

To make a statement less direct, we can also use the passive.

a) We use the structure ‘it + passive + that clause’ (meaning állítólag in Hungarian) with the following verbs: agree, allege, arrange, assume, believe, consider, decide, declare, discover, expect, fear, feel, find, hope, imagine, know, observe, presume, prove, report, say, show, suggest, suppose, think, understand.

It is assumed/believed/considered/said that it is much healthier to eat slowly.

It was agreed that we would all go.

b) The structure ‘it + passive + to be + adjective’ (but not noun) is also correct.

It is reported/said to be rainy today.

(NOT It is reported/said to be rain today.)

c) With some verbs there + passive + to be + noun (but not adjective) can be used: acknowledge, allege, believe, consider, fear, feel, know, presume, report, say, suppose, think, understand.


There is reported to be a new species on our island.


There was felt to be a lot of tension in the room.


(NOT There was felt to be cold.)

d) The subject may move to the beginning of the sentence to form the structure ‘subject +  passive + (present or past) to infinitive’. This is possible with: acknowledge, allege, believe, consider, declare, know, recognise, report, say, suppose, think, understand.


Three men are reported to have stolen the car. OR


The car is reported to have been stolen by three people.


We are supposed to get there in an hour.

Note: The structure ‘subject + be said + to infinitive’ should not be confused with ‘subject + be told + to infinitive’.

Sarah is said to learn everything by heart. OR It is said that she learns everything by heart.

Sarah is told to learn everything by heart. OR They ordered Sarah to learn everything by heart.

11. Ing form in passive

The passive ing form might occur as well. (See also 16.6, 23.9.) 

a) In participle clauses the (present or past) passive ing form comes at the beginning of a clause and the subject of the other clauses must be the same.


Before/After/On being told the truth, he fainted.


Having been dismissed, he decided to find a new job.

b) After adjectives, nouns, verbs which take the ing form and also after prepositions, the ing form can be used in the passive:


It’s lovely being told such good news.


It’s fun/a pleasure being helped by someone like you.


She often imagines being followed by someone and she is afraid of being killed.


He didn’t look forward to being sent abroad on business.

14. Active verbs expressing passive

There are some structures which carry a passive meaning in spite of the verb being active.

a) The verbs clean, open, read, sell, show, wake, wash even when used in active might have a passive meaning if the object is placed as the subject:


This pullover washes well. OR This pullover can be washed easily.

Have you heard that Cook’s latest book is not selling so well? OR Not many copies are being sold.

The window opened in the middle of the night and she woke. OR The window was opened/Someone opened the window in the middle of the night and it woke her up.

b) The structure ‘need, want and require + the ing form’ can substitute the passive structure. In the passive want cannot be used.

This plan needs/requires/wants thinking over. OR This plan needs/requires to be thought over.

(NOT This plan wants to be thought over.)

c) Need is only used in passive voice if it is preceded by an object, but not when it is followed by to infinitive.

I think you are needed at the meeting. OR We need you at the meeting.


(NOT I think you are needed to be there.)

Note: When need is followed by passive infinitive, it is the infinitive after need that is in passive and not need itself.


Neither boy needed to be told twice.


(NOT Neither boy was needed to be told twice.)

Exercises

1. Rewrite these sentences beginning as shown so that the meaning stays the same.

1. They were converting the stable into a guest house when I last visited them.

The stable …

2. They shouldn’t have let him get away with what he had done.

He …

3. The student said that the teacher had punished him severely.

The student said that he …

4. They accused my best friend of cheating at the exam.

My best friend …

5. Everybody thought that the policemen were doing a very good job.

The policemen …

6. They said that he has some very influential friends in the ministry.

It is …

7. They believed the beautiful young girl had stolen their belongings.

The beautiful …

8. His friends were looking after his flat while he was in Spain last year.

His flat …

9. Scientists are doing a great deal of research to find the cure for AIDS.

A great …

10. I strongly feel that we should look into this matter.

I strongly feel that this matter …

11. The judge wasn’t able to send Simpson to prison because there wasn’t enough evidence against him.

Simpson …

12. After they had made Joe leave the room, the meeting continued.

Joe …

2. In the following sentences out of the four alternatives ONE is WRONG. Your task is to find this one wrong answer.

1. … to drink alcohol in the U.S.A. if you are under 21.

A) You are not allowed


C) You are not permitted

B) It is not allowed



D) It is not permitted

2. He was … to care less about other people’s problems.

A) told





C) asked

B) suggested




D) recommended

3. A) We were agreed on what to do next.

B) It was agreed that we should all help them.

C) We all agreed about what to do next.

D) We were agreed by them with the plan.

4. This paper is full of mistakes. It … .

A) requires rereading



C) wants rereading

B) wants to be reread



D) requires to be reread

5. A new women’s magazine … launched next month.

A) is





C) is to be

B) will be




D) is being

6. The last copy of the book … when we got there.

A) was just being sold


C) was selling

B) had just been sold



D) was said to have been sold

7. Drivers who exceed the speed limit … fined severely.

A) are to be




C) are

B) are being




D) will be

8. A) The pictures were shown for the whole family.

B) The pictures were shown to the whole family.

C) The whole family was shown the pictures.

D) We showed the whole family the pictures.

3. Write A if only sentence A is correct; B if only sentence B; C if both and D if neither of the two sentences are correct.

1. A) Having been treated awfully, she escaped from her step-mother.

B) Being treated awfully, the step-mother made the girl run away.

2. A) I’m afraid we will get caught in a vicious circle.

B) It’s not a good idea to get engaged a month after you’ve met.

3. A) Walking dogs in this park is not allowed.

B) Walking dogs in this park is not permitted.

4. A) How often is she gone abroad?

B) Is she already finished with her task?

5. A) After the accident, nobody was seen nearby.

B) After the accident, nobody was to be seen nearby.

6. A) Their plan couldn’t have been accepted even if the committee had been more open-minded.

B) Their plan wouldn’t have been able to be accepted even if the committee had been more open-minded.

7. A) A lot of stars hate being talked in the papers.

B) A lot of stars hate being written in the papers.

8. A) You can’t acquire good taste without being criticised sometimes.

B) You can’t acquire good taste unless you are criticised sometimes.

9. A) The intensity of the water problem has been mentioned several times.

B) We have been mentioned the intensity of the water problem several times.

10. A) There is believed to be a problem with recycling blue glass because of the colour.

B) It is believed to be a problem with recycling blue glass because of the colour.

