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SHOPPING – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

Motto: ‘My idea of heaven is where all advertisements are true.’

Look at the statements below and decide whether they are true for you or not. Then discuss your answers with your partners and see if their answers are different from yours. 

1. I never buy anything that I don’t really need.
2. If I go shopping, I always write a list of things and never buy anything else than the things on my list.
3. I find shopping boring.
4. At the weekends our family usually spends at least half a day shopping.
5. I regularly look for ads because they are important if I want to be well-informed about products and their prices.
6. I am never influenced by advertisements. 
7. I like ads on TV because they are very entertaining. 

SPOKEN ENGLISH BITS

2 Read the text below and put in the missing sentence parts,which you can find below. Then listen to the tape and check if your answers were correct. 

I have to say (0) I don’t like advertisements. I think that _______________________(1) is that it involves a lot of lying or at least bending of the truth. For the purpose of adverts, people in advertising tend to say that advertising is to give information. Well, ... I don’t believe that for a minute. Yes, it does give information, _______________________________ (2). I think the purpose of advertising is to persuade people to spend their money on one thing rather than another. Then, to spend their money on things which they didn’t think about spending their money on before. In other words, it’s just a way of getting people to spend their money. In that way, I feel that ___________________(3). Having said that, for me for example TV commercials can be amusing, and it in a way has become an art form in its own right. It’s become a kind of short film art form and some people can do it very, very well, so they create very nice little short films. Now, that’s enjoyable ___________ (4). Again, even with billboard posters and magazines and ads in magazines ___________ (5); sometimes they can be funny and creative and again it’s a kind of art form. It’s just that, again, that sometimes I feel like I’m being manipulated, either made to feel guilty, or  _________________________ (6) that I have by offering me something, which I don’t really need, but would, on the surface, at least fulfil some kind of desire that I have deep down inside.

I’m not sure, however, whether anything should be banned from being advertised. I’m ________________ (7), whenever possible. I think that in a free society things shouldn’t be censored basically. However, censorship does happen in one form or another, even if you don’t want it to and I think that people should censor their own things. So anyway, _____________________ (8), I can understand the case for not advertising cigarettes, especially around schools. However, I should say I don’t think it really makes a difference. I don’t think that advertising cigarettes is what makes smoking a big problem among children. I think it’s much more to do with family relationships and upbringing and education and schools and the state of society and the media, rather than anything else.

a) but information can be given in any number of ways


b) I have to say

c) getting back to advertising

d) the advertiser is trying to tap some kind of desire

e) and so on

f) my main problem with it

g) and I like that

h) fundamentally against censorship

i) it’s often a negative influence on our lives

2. True or False?

a) The speaker does not like advertisements because they are not true.   (
b) He does not think that they give information.



 (
c) In his opinion, the aim of ads is to make people buy certain products.  (
d) According to the speaker, advertising is a form of art.


 (
e) He feels guilty because he is being manipulated.



 (
f) He agrees that cigarettes should not be advertised, because that’s      (
     the reason why children start smoking.

3. Discuss the points that Jamie makes about advertising. Do you agree with him? Use as many of the highlighted expressions in the text as possible.
Expression bank

I have to say – azt kell mondjam, meg kell hogy mondjam

my main problem with it is – a legnagyobb bajom ezzel az, hogy ….

it involves a lot of lying or at least bending of the truth – egy csomó hazugságot vagy legalábbis az igazság elferdítését tartalmazza

For the purpose of adverts – a reklámok érdekében

tend to say – hajlamosak azt mondani

I don’t believe that for a minute – egy pillanatig sem hiszem el

it does give information – az igenis ad információt

the purpose of advertising is to persuade people to spend their money on – a reklám célja az, hogy az embereket pénzköltésre buzdítsa

In other words – más szóval

it’s just a way of getting people to spend – ez az egyik módja annak, hogy az embereket költekezésre buzdítsák

a negative influence on our lives – negative hatás az életünkre

in its own right – önállóan, ‘saját jogán’
I feel like I’m being manipulated – úgy érzem, hogy befolyás alatt állok

I have deep down inside – ami mélyen bennem van

anything should be banned from being advertised – bármit is be kellene tiltani

fundamentally against censorship – alapvetően a cenzurázás ellen 

censorship does happen in one form or another – cenzurázás ilyen vagy olyan formában megtörténik 

getting back to advertising – visszatérve a reklámokhoz

it really makes a difference – ez igazán nagy különbséget jelent

smoking a big problem among children – a dohányzás nagy probléma a gyerekek esetében

it’s much more to do with – ennek inkább ….hoz van köze

in the sense of  - abban az értelemben, hogy

Actually, in some ways – Valójában, bizonyos mértékben

I do use these places sometimes for the convenience – igenis használom ezeket a helyeket néha a kényelem miatt

particularly the out-of-town supermarkets – különösen a város szélén lévő bevásárlóközpontokat

in one place – egy helyen

the price tends to be lower – az árak általában alacsonyabbak

such vast financial resources – olyan hatalmas anyagi forrásaik (vannak)

put smaller businesses out of the race – a kisebb üzleteket versenyképtelenné teszik

a small shop owner cannot compete with a supermarket – a kis üzlet tulajdonosa nem tud versenyezni a szupermarketekkel

that’s a shame – kár, 

it results in small shop owners going out of business – aminek következtében a kis boltok tulajdonosai kiszállnak a versenyből

it’s really worth paying for – igazán érdemes azt migfizetni

to pay extra – többet fizetni

he has a passion for it – szenvedélyből csinálja

which I think is solely missing in these bigger “multi everything” centres – ami szerintem teljes mértékben hiányzik ezekben a nagyobb multi központokban

I suppose –úgy gondolom

you’ve got more or less everything – többé-kevésbé mindent megkapsz

these huge supermarkets are self-service - ezek a hatalmas szupermarketek önkiszolgálók

as far as I know – amennyire tudom

at the end, you don’t go to a normal check-out and queue up – a végén nem kell a szokványos pénztárhoz menni és sorba állni

then you just pay – egyszerűen cask fizetsz

so at random they’ll pick every sixth or seventh person – találomra kiemelnek minden hatodik vagy hetedik embert

make sure - biztosítják

So in that way they ensure - íly módon biztosítják

As I know - amennyire tudom










