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SCIENCE – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

1 Work in pairs and discuss the following questions.
· If you had to name the three most important inventions of mankind, what would you choose? What is the reason for your decision?

· Which objects/inventions could you not live without? Why? Choose from the list in the box below.

COMPUTER

VIDEO RECORDER

MICROWAVE

CD PLAYER

FOOD PROCESSOR

CAMCORDER
TV
(DIGITAL) CAMERA
PHOTOCOPIER
WASHING MACHINE

TELEPHONE


MOBILE PHONE

REFRIGERATOR

STEREO
SECURITY SYSTEM
PLAYSTATION

CAR

· Do you think that inventions are actually getting better or just more complicated over time?

· Are you afraid of or excited about technology? Which items in the box do you most or least like using? Do you ever feel that we are more and more controlled by machines? What do/can you do if they go wrong?

· Do you believe that we will live in computerized homes in the near/distant future? How do you imagine a/your future office and home?

SPOKEN ENGLISH BITS

Part 1

2 Read and listen to the following text and fill in the missing prepositions.
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I’d like to talk __________(1) computers as far as daily life goes. The computer means an incredible amount to me because not only do I make a living __________(2) it, but I enjoy working __________(3) computers as much as possible. To me it’s a critical part of life. I see the future heading __________(4) that direction; where technology advances and more things become automated through computers. But it also has its bad side because it does sort of disconnect people __________(5) life. As far as instant messaging is concerned, some would say that this disconnects people __________ the world – where they can sit __________(6) a couch and not have to move at all. Some people have made an answer __________(7) this by including text-messaging in cell phones, where you can get __________(8) in the world and still be plugged __________(9), in a way. 

Part 2

3 Match the verbs with a suitable noun and then listen to part 2 and check your answers.

	1 fill out
	a) on-line

	2 pay
	b) goods

	3 buy
	c) web-pages

	4 get
	d) a form

	5 design
	e) bills


The computer brings a better quality for living in some respects. If you’d like to get on-line and pay your taxes, this saves time as you don’t have to fill out a printed document and turn it in by hand. You can pay bills on-line, or you can buy goods through the shopping centers and have them delivered to your door. It’s instantly there and taken care of, so you can get on with the rest of the things in your daily life that you need to take care of.

As for me, I design web pages and program a little bit for the computer. I am also able to build computers from scratch and work on the hardware side of things. So I’m pretty well-versed in the computer side of life, but there is so much more to life than just what computers can offer. If you can get out in life and take care of your business, whatever you choose to do, the computer can be a very nice tool to enhance that and when used properly, in the right amount, computers can do wonders.

4 Look through the text and collect the advantages and disadvantages of computers. You can add your own ideas, too.
	advantages
	disadvantages

	
	


5 Complete the sentences with an appropriate form of do or make. (The first two expressions appeared in the text.) Then you can discuss the questions.

1. How can computers _________ wonders?

2. Do you know anyone who _________ a living from computers?

3. What harm/damage can computers _________ to little children?

4. Have you ever _________ a big mistake when working with the computer?

5. Do you think it’s easy to _________ progress with the computer? Do you _________ enough effort?

6. Is it easier to _________ your homework if you use a computer?

7. Can you imagine _________ money with computer programming?

8. Could you _________ without computers?

9. Do you _________ sure you _________ enough exercise after learning?

10. Do you think it’s safe to _________ shopping through the internet?

EXPRESSION BANK

as far as daily life goes


ami a napi életet illeti
not only do I make a living from it

nem csak hogy megélek belőle
to me it’s a critical part of life


számomra ez az élet egyik kritikus/fontos része
I see the future heading in that direction
úgy látom, hogy a jövő arrafelé halad
technology advances



a technológia fejlődik
things become automated


a dolgok/tárgyak automatizálódnak

disconnect people from life


elszakítja az embereket az élettől
text-messaging



szöveg/üzenet küldés
plugged in




áramra van kötve/benne van az áramkörben
the computer brings a better quality

a computer jobb minőséget hoz/von maga után
in some respects



bizonyos tekintetben/vonatkozásban
get on-line




rákapcsolódni az internetre
fill out a printed document


kitölteni nyomtatott kérdőívet
pay bills on-line



számlákat az interneten keresztül fizetni
have goods delivered to your door

árut házhoz szállíttatni
you can get on with the rest of the things 
el tudod végezni a többi dolgot a mindennapi életben
in your daily life
 
design web pages



web oldalakat készít
program a little bit for the computer

programoz
build computers from scratch


computert készít alkatrészekből
well-versed in the computer side of life
jól képzett computer tekintetében
whatever you choose to do


amit csak választasz
the computer can be a very nice tool to enhance that
a computer remek eszköz lehet
when used properly



ha megfelelően használják
in the right amount



a megfelelő mértékben
computers can do wonders


a computer csodákra képes


