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SCHOOLING – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

SPOKEN ENGLISH BITS
1 Introduction: Look at the following expressions (some from the text below), try to guess what they mean and how they follow each other in one’s life. 
	sixth form – playgroup – secondary school – A levels – GCSE – grammar school – kindergarten – college – university – PhD – public school – private school


2 Listen to Jamie talking about his schooling and fill in the missing words.

_______ for my education, _______  right from the beginning, I went to playgroup when I was a little kid, before primary school, and then after that I went to primary school. In the system I was in, the primary school was not _______ until the age of 11, it was only up to the age of 9, and then, instead of being followed straight by the secondary school, it was followed by a middle school, _______ was only four years, from 9 till about 12 or 13. Then that was followed by high school, which was the equivalent in this system of a secondary school. So, I _______ went to these three schools and my high school included a sixth form, which_______  that I stayed there until I was 18. Not all of the schools had a sixth form, though. You could leave the high school at 16 or, if you wanted to do A-levels, you could go to a sixth form college, just like everywhere else in the secondary school system.

The subjects we were studying are rather _______ to those taught in Hungary. I mean, there are the _______  subjects of English and maths and science, which was always _______ as a sort of basic subject that everybody should do. In middle school we had all the other basic subjects like geography, history. We actually had computer studies, which, I suppose, at that time (and we’re talking 15 or more years ago) was quite forward – looking. _______, after GCSE-s, one thing that is different is _______ we have more choice than in Hungary. At GCSE I did 8 subjects, and, actually, I didn’t do a foreign language, which was compulsory at some schools even then, but in my school it wasn’t at that time, so I didn’t even study a foreign language after the age of 14. Then, I didn’t study history, for example, which is compulsory in Hungary up to a _______  age. 

So after GCSE, when I went to sixth form, I had to choose A-levels. You had to choose very few, as A-level subjects are quite intensively studied, specialised subjects. _______  people do three, very academically talented people do 4, but that was _______ . I studied philosophy, which is actually a very unusual A-level subject, drama and theatre arts and the third one was English.

Basically, entrance to the universities usually works on a _______ system. For each A-level grade you get a certain number of points, so the maximum points would be  - what you need for the best courses – three ‘A’-s at A-level. Then if it was ‘A’, ‘A’, ‘B’, then that would be _______ fewer points and so on. So, quite often, you would be asked for a certain number of points. If it was a specialised subject – like some kind of science or maths – then you might be _______  to have certain A-levels, maths for example, and you might be required to have a certain grade in that subject. So, if you’re doing physics, then they would probably ask for at least a ‘C’ or a ‘B’ at maths A-level. However, as for arts subjects and other subjects, which are more general, they would probably only ask for a certain number of points, or something like that. By the _______ , you don’t apply directly to the university, usually you apply through an application system, and that system is a centralised system and all the colleges and universities get their applications through that one centralised body. So, you make your application on a standard form and then this application form is passed on to the institutions that you applied to. All in all, it’s a system that works well.

3  Now decide which of the following statements are the same as Jamie used in his description of schooling (write S) and which statements are different (write D).

1. Primary school usually lasts until the age of 11 in Britain.


(
2. Sixth form is the last two years of secondary school in England.

(
3. You don’t have to pass your GCSE to go to sixth form.


(
4. In England you can’t leave school until the age of 18.



(
5. In England your A-level results are converted into points for your university entrance. (
6. It’s typical to do 2 or 3 subjects at GCSE. 




(
7. You cannot get in to a university if you got a B or a C at A-levels.

(
8. Computer studies was widespread when Jamie was at school.

(
3. Read through the passage again and think of your own experiences. What differences and similarities can you find between the Hungarian and the British system? Discuss them with the others in the group.

	Differences
	Similarities

	
	


EXPRESSION BANK

As for my education,


-
ami az iskoláztatásomat illeti,

Starting right from the beginning, 
-
hogy az elején kezdjem, az elejétől kezdve,

when I was a little kid


-
amikor kis kölyök voltam
the primary school was not up until the age of 11, - az általános iskola nem 11 éves korig tartott,

actually



-
valójában

which meant 



-
ami azt jelentette

rather similar to 


-
 meglehetősen hasonló/hasonlít

I mean




- 
úgy értem

there are the  basic subjects 

-
vannak az alap tantárgyak
which was always regarded as 
- 
amit mindig is úgy tekintettek

I suppose



-
úgy vélem

at that time



-
akkoriban
forward – looking. 


-
előrelátó/haladó

Basically



-
alapvetően

one thing that is different is that 
-
az egyik dolog, ami eltérő, az az ….

I didn’t do a foreign language, 
-
nem tanultam idegen nyelvet

which was compulsory at some schools even then-ami néhány iskolában már akkor is kötelező volt

up to a later age. 


-
 egészen idősebb korig

A-level subjects are quite intensively studied  -  az A-level tárgyakat igen alaposan tanítják

Normally 



-
általában

but that was rare. 


-
 de ez ritkán fordult elő

entrance to the universities usually works on a point system-az egyetemi felvételi rendszer a hozott pontok alapján működik

you get a certain number of points
 -
 kapsz egy bizonyos számú pontot

slightly fewer points 


-
 egy kicsivel kevesebb pont

and so on.



-
 és így tovább

quite often



-
 elég gyakran
you might be required to have certain A-levels - előfordulhat, hogy bizonyos tárgyakból az A-level vizsgádnak (ami a mi érettségi vizsgánknak megfelel) meg kell lennie

as for arts subjects and other subjects,  -  ami a humán és egyéb tárgyakat illeti,

or something like that


-
vagy valami ilyesmi

By the way 



-
mellesleg

