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READING and the MEDIA – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

SPOKEN ENGLISH BITS
Do you ever read in a foreign languages? Do you find it difficult?  

1 Listen to Jamie talking about newspapers and the mass media. As you listen, fill in the gaps in the text using ONE suitable word.
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The only foreign language I speak is Hungarian, so that would be the only one I could read books in. I should say I don’t, the ________(1) being that my Hungarian is more spoken and colloquial Hungarian, I would say. It’s very difficult for me, for example, to read a broadsheet newspaper in Hungarian. That ________ (2) a lot of challenging language for me. I sometimes read English newspapers, however. I read the Guardian, which is a broadsheet, a daily broadsheet. I think it’s a pretty good newspaper. I don’t like the tabloid newspapers, never have done. I don’t like the  ________ (3) that they write in. The real classic tabloid newspaper, which is  ________ (4) the best-selling newspaper in Britain is called The Sun. It’s a paper which gives very bigoted opinions about things. For example, there was a  ________ (5) in this newspaper called ‘The Sun says’, and in this section it declared its  ________ (6) about a certain topic which was relevant in the news. There seems to be a total lack of subtlety in the way of ________ (7) or no kind of liberalism at all in the way they think about things, rather brutal, really. They claim to be the bastions of the morals of society.

I ________ (8) read paper newspapers. I have to say I don’t especially like reading on the internet. One thing is that I don’t have a very good ________ (9) so I can’t really sit and browse for a long period of time. So that’s one restriction I have. Again, the other is that I find that the internet is one of those things where I can sit for a very long time and do nothing and ________ (10) nothing achieved. I think the internet is an extremely useful tool, it’s an excellent resource, and I think it’s unparalleled in terms of the amount of information you can have access to. However, I’m not really a ________ (11) of browsing, I think that you can get lost in such a mass of information a great ________ (12) of which is useless or duplicated. Much rather, I like to be pointed to a certain place that someone recommends me, where I can find some ________ (13) information and look it up. I use e-mail a lot. I think that’s one of the excellent things about computers connected by phone. Especially, living abroad, e-mail is a life ________ (14), really, because it means I can communicate with people back home and also friends that I’ve made all over the world just as easily as I can communicate with my friends in Budapest.

TanárBlog tananyagbank                          




    www.tanarblog.hu
2 Try to match the words in the two columns on the basis of what you have read and heard.

	1) reading in Hungarian
	a) best-selling tabloid

	2) e-mail
	b) lifesaver

	3) Internet
	c) broadsheet

	4) The Sun
	d) duplicated

	5) mass of information
	e) challenging

	6) The Guardian
	f)    useful tool


3  Use the highlighted phrases from the text to fill in the gaps. The first one has been done for you.

0     A piece of cheese can even be a life-saver sometimes. 

1. Jamie ______________ me this restaurant. He said we should definitely come here.

2. What I don’t like about ________________ newspapers is that they present a false image of the world.

3. I have just realised how much I like Hemingway. ______________ I thought his books were boring.

4. Sue opened the encyclopaedia and ______________ when the first silent movie was made.

5. _______________ newspapers are usually more down to earth than tabloids.

6. Television and newspapers affect your _________________.

7. I’m not really a _____________ talk-shows, I prefer news programs. 

8. ___________ books are usually easy to read and comprehend. 

3. How regularly do you read newspapers, magazines or use the Internet? 
4. What broadsheet newspapers and tabloids are there in Hungary? Do you read any of them? What are they like? 

5. Write about your TV watching and reading habits using 15 expressions from the Spoken English Bits.

EXPRESSION BANK

the only foreign language I speak is Hungarian – az egyetlen idegen nyelv amit beszélek, az a magyar
I would say – azt mondanám
that presents a lot of challenging language for me – ez nyelvileg komoly/sok kihívást jelent számomra

daily broadsheet – politikai napilap

I think it’s a pretty good newspaper – szerintem ez egy egész jó újság
tabloid newspapers – pletyka lapok

don’t like the style that they write in – nem szeretem a stílust, amiben írnak
the best-selling newspaper in Britain – a legnagyobb példányszámban eladott újság Nagy-Britanniában 

which gives very bigoted opinions about things – ami nagyon is bigott véleményt ad mindenről

there was a section in this newspaper – volt ebben az újságban egy rovat

it declared its opinion about a certain topic – egy bizonyos témáról formált véleményt

There seems to be a total lack of subtlety – a finomság teljes hiánya jellemzi 

way of thinking - gondolkodásmód

occasionally - időnként

I don’t especially like reading on the Internet – nem kifejezetten szeretek az Interneten olvasni

One thing is that – egy dolog az, hogy 

have a very good connection – nagyon jó a kapcsolódásom/nagyon jó kapcsolatom van
for a long period of time – hosszú időre/ideig

that’s one restriction – ez az egyik megkötés

get nothing achieved – semmit nem ér el

internet is an extremely useful tool – az Internet végtelenül hasznos eszköz 

an excellent resource –kiváló forrás

it’s unparalleled – megközelíthetelen/utánozhatatlan

I’m not really a fan of browsing – nem vagyok a szörfölés híve

you can get lost – könnyen elveszhetsz

mass of information a great deal of which is useless or duplicated – információ halmaz, aminek nagy része haszontalan, vagy ismétlés

pointed to a certain place that someone recommends me – valaki ajánlásával egy bizonyos helyre irányít

find some decent information – találni pár tisztességes/korrekt adatot

look it up – kikeresni/megnézni

e-mail is a life saver – az e-mail életmentő

it means – azt jelenti
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