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IN THE MOVIES – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

1 If you went out tonight to see a movie, which of the following types would you choose? Put the genres in the order you like them (i.e. your favuorite should be 1 and the least favourite 8)

Horror movies – Action movies – Romantic movies – Arty movies – War movies – Musicals – Science fiction - Comedies
2 You are going to listen to an Englishman talking about his attitude towards movies. Listen carefully, because next you will have to remember some of the expression he used!
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The cinema culture in Budapest is different from what I was used to in England. Actually, I was surprised when I came to Hungary how often people go to the cinema and how many cinemas there are. In England, I think it’s changing now, - again, perhaps I can’t give you the most contemporary perspective because I’ve been out of England for some years – but around the time I left England and the 10 years previous to that, cinema was on a real low. It wasn’t so popular, cinemas were rare and expensive. Going to the cinema was the sort of thing I did maybe once a month maximum. It was really quite rare that I went to the cinema and most people, I think, treated it in that way. Then, when I came to Budapest I was quite surprised to find that there were people who were going to the cinema every week, sometimes more than once a week. You can choose from numerous places to go and you can see all the current films and a lot of the films which they’ve stopped playing in the big places. It seems such a shame that this culture seems to be destroyed by these multiplexes in shopping centres. I’ve counted recently that something like ten cinemas have closed down in Budapest since I’ve been here and they’ve all been smaller, nice cinemas where the tickets were cheap, there was a good atmosphere. Quite often these were places with old, interesting auditoriums, not always the most comfortable seats, but you could bear that. This is because they have been taken over by these multiplexes which are inordinately expensive. Besides, although they seemingly play a lot of films, they only play these very popular American films. So, if you want to see something a little bit unusual or something not from America, quite often you can’t see them at those places. It does seem that the culture is changing a little bit, although these art cinemas are remaining, they’re in a minority now. 

From what I’ve said so far, you may think I hate American films. In general, this is not necessarily the case. I like American films too. I don’t like romantic comedies very much and these days I don’t much like this kind of action film. They’re rather mindless, I suppose, at least that’s what I consider them to be. However, I do like good action films and perhaps some people would laugh at me for making the distinction. You know, I love these modern style action films, I love the Matrix and this kind of thing. I thought that it was a really great combination of many different genres and so on. I like dramas, too, and films about people’s lives and extraordinary events in people’s lives, and things like that. I’m interested in arty films and I do like them, but if it’s really arty, really absurd or nonsensical, I’d say I’m interested in it more than I enjoy it.
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3 Choose the appropriate word or expression from the text for the following gaps.

a) Now that video is so popular, theatre seems to be on a ______ _______.

b) Most multiplex movies play only ____________ _________.

c) Old movies, which have a good ___________, are closing down, which is a ​​​________.

____ _________ighted initive:rk.

d) 






















































































From what ___ _____ ____ _____ you may think that I am a confirmed bachelor.

e) This is not ___________ ____ ___ if I find the right person, I’ll marry as soon as possible.

f) Marriage is the _______ ____ _________ that you have to consider very carefully.

4 Fill in the gaps with the appropriate form of the verb. Some of them are from the text above.

a) I was surprised _________ (find) that a lot of Hungarians went to the cinema at least once a week.

b) We have stopped _________ (play) hide-and-seek, we are too old for that.

c) That camera seems _________ (break); it does not wind the film any more.

d) One can choose from several different movies _________ (go).

e) I consider this play _________ (be) one of the best I’ve ever read.

f) I don’t much like _________ (go) to multiplex cinemas.

g) Do you remember _________ (watch) that wonderful Hungarian thriller on TV a few weeks ago?

h) Next week I would like _________ (see) the new film directed by Forman.

i) I don’t think this film was worth _________ (watch).

j) Catastrophe films hardly ever make you _________ (think), they are rather meant _________ (thrill) the audience.

k) Let me _________ (show) you the new video of my last trip.

l) I don’t like film adaptations of books because they prevent you from _________ (use) your imagination.

EXPRESSION BANK

is different to what I was used to-
más, mint amihez hozzá voltam szokva

it’s changing now,-





most változóban van

perhaps-






talán

for some years-





néhány évig

10 years previous to that-




10 évvel azt megelőzően

cinema was on a real low-




a mozi igazi mélyponton volt

wasn’t so popular-





nem volt olyan népszerű

cinemas were rare and expensive-



a mozik ritkák és drágák voltak

was the sort of thing I did maybe once a month maximum-
olyan dolog volt, amit maximum havonta egyszer tettem

It was really quite rare that-




tényleg elég ritka volt, hogy 

treated it in that way-





úgy volt vele, úgy kezelte

You can choose from numerous places to go-
számtalan hely közül választhatsz, számtalan helyre mehetsz

current films-






menő, forgalomban lévő filmek 

stopped playing in the big places-
nagy helyeken nem adják, nem játsszák már

It seems such a shame that-
elég (nagy) szégyennek tűnik, hogy 

this culture seems to be destroyed-
úgy tűnik ez a kultúra tönkre lett téve

I’ve counted recently-





nemrégiben megszámoltam

something like ten cinemas-
valami 10 (körüli) mozi, kb.10 mozi

have closed down-





bezárt

the tickets were cheap,-




a jegyek olcsók voltak

there was a good atmosphere,-



jó hangulat, légkör volt 

you could bear that-





ki lehetett bírni

they have been taken over-




átvették a helyüket, felváltották 

inordinately expensive.-




mértéktelenül, szélsőségesen drága

Besides,-






amellett, azon kívül

Seemingly-






látszólag

something a little bit unusual-



valami, ami kicsit szokatlan

the culture is changing a little bit-



a kultúra kissé átalakulóban van

art cinemas are remaining,-




művész mozik megmaradnak

they’re in a minority now.-




most kisebbségben vannak

From what I’ve said so far-




Abból amit eddig (el)mondtam

you may think-






azt gondolhatod

In general,-






általá(nosság)ban

this is not necessarily the case-



nem teljesen így van

these days-






mostanában

I don’t much like these kind of action film-
nem túlzottan szeretem ezeket az akciófilmeket

Mindless-






agyatlan, értelmetlen

at least that’s what I consider them to be.-


legalább is én annak vélem őket

However-






mindamellett, azonban

perhaps some people would laugh at me for doing sth-
lehet, hogy néhányan kinevetnének valamiért

making the distinction.-




megkülönböztetést tenni

You know,-






tudod,

modern style action films-




modern stílusú akciófilmek

this kind of thing-





ilyesmi

and things like that.-





meg (ehhez) hasonló dolgok

I’m interested in arty films-
érdekelnek a művészies(kedő) filmek

really absurd or nonsensical-
igazán abszurd vagy zagyva (képtelen)

I’d say-







azt mondanám, úgy mondanám 

- All grocery bags contain at least one stick of French Bread.

- If being chased through town, you can usually take cover in a passing St. Patrick's Day parade - at any time of year.

- All beds have special L-shaped cover sheets which reach up to the armpit level on a woman but only to the waist level on the man lying beside her.

- It's easy for anyone to land a plane providing there is someone to talk you down.

- The Chief of Police will almost always suspend his star detective - or give him 48 hours to finish the job.

- The Eiffel Tower can be seen from any window in Paris.

- All bombs are fitted with electronic timing devices with large red readouts so you know exactly when they are going to go off.

- When paying for a taxi, don't look at your wallet as you take out a bill; just grab one at random and hand it over. It will always be the exact fare.

- It does not matter if you are heavily outnumbered in a fight involving martial arts - your enemies will patiently attack you one by one by dancing around in a threatening manner until you have knocked out their friend.

