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LEARNING LANGUAGES – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

1 Discuss the following questions.

1 What is the most difficult thing for you about learning languages, especially English? Is there anything you worry about?

2 How much time a day do you spend learning English?

3 What is your method of learning vocabulary?

4 How often do you have a chance to practice speaking in English?

5 What kinds of text do you regularly read in English? (newspaper, books, brochures, etc.)

SPOKEN ENGLISH BITS

Read the interviews with Sue, Gina and Mike and do the exercises. 

BRIAN: Hello everyone, thanks for coming.

SUE: Hello.

GINA: Hi.

MIKE: Hello.

BRIAN: Do you think it is important to learn languages, Mike?

MIKE: It’s very important that people know more than one language… absolutely.

BRIAN: Why?

MIKE: Well, because there are so many different people who come from different cultures in the United States. It’s important for them to be acquainted with the language, and for us to be acquainted with the culture of these people. ___________(1) Then again, it’s good to be able to travel to Europe and to other parts of the world, and to know languages that are different than just…speaking English. 

BRIAN: How about your career?

MIKE: Right…Learning another language also will help me in getting a job…with a company, … (laugh) and it will always bring me extra money in my pay check.

BRIAN: I see. Gina, can you think of any other reason why language learning might be useful?

GINA: Well… there’s a lot of diversity in the world and it’s most likely that you’re gonna run across people that speak a different language than you. I definitely think it’s important to learn languages because it would just increase your ability to communicate with others and you get to know more people…and for networking that’s good, because you know various people like you around the world and you could just get in different groups. And even for your own personal interest it could be fun. _________(2)  Oh, and for an exchange program it’s also a good thing because you get to know your partner better.

BRIAN: Hm…Sue, do you speak any foreign languages? Have you ever had to use them?

SUE: Yeah, you see… I was educated in Buenos Aires, Argentina where languages are very important. Everyone learns English there. I also studied French, which I did not use here in the United States until 8 years ago when I started travelling with my friends. _________ (3) …and I’m just fascinated by the studies of language. 

BRIAN: Why is that?

SUE: __________ (4) I also think foreign languages help you improve your knowledge of your own language because you study the grammatical structures and the roots of the words. I think people acquire a broader knowledge in general and are better educated if they learn more than one language.

BRIAN: Most Americans don’t really learn languages, do they?

SUE: I don’t know why that’s not valued in our culture. I grew up in a culture where the knowledge of foreign languages is highly valued. _______ (5) They know most people learn English in other countries of the world. I think it may be a little laziness in part and perhaps it’s a question of economics. Because it’s very expensive to structure the public school system where you’re teaching foreign languages from the elementary school through the high school and I believe that’s the only way to learn. We do too little too late.

BRIAN: Well, thank you!

EVERYBODY: Thank you.

2 Fill in the gaps with the following sentences.

a) Or just to hang out with people that speak another language like you…

b) And I believe it may be a little bit of arrogance in the United States.

c) I think through language you learn culture and better understanding of other peoples.

d) And I also speak some Italian, which I was able to use this year travelling in Italy, and I understand Portuguese

e) To be acquainted with them, you have to know their background…

3 Answer the following questions.

1) Why is language learning important according to the speakers?

2) What is the attitude towards language learning of most of the Americans? Why?

3) According to the speakers, do languages help in a professional career? How?

4) Why is it especially important in the United States to learn languages?

EXPRESSION BANK

I definitely think – határozottan azt gondolom

diversity – sokszínűség, sokrétűség

it’s most likely that –a legvalószínűbb az, hogy

run across – találkozni valakivel, valamivel

to hang out – bulizni valakivel, lógni valakivel

exchange program - csereprogram

to be acquainted with – ismerni valakit, valamit

bring me extra money – extra pénzt hoz a konyhára

pay check – fizetési csekk

fascinated by – lenyűgözve valamitől, valakitől

help you improve – segít fejlődni valamiben

grammatical structures – nyelvtani szerkezetek

roots of the words – a szavak töve

broader knowledge – szélesebb tudás

better educated – jobb az iskolázottsága

highly valued – nagyra értékelt

arrogance – arrogancia, nemtörődömség
in part - részben

it’s a question of – azon múlik, attól függ

