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FASHION – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

Read and listen to the following text and do the exercises.
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I can’t say I’m fashion-conscious. I hate shopping, actually. My clothes-shopping is usually done once or twice a year when I run around a few shops and pick some things as quickly as possible. 

As I said, I’m not really fashion-conscious, so designer shops and expensive shops are not really my scene. I would rather go into places where the clothes are simple and not too expensive but good quality. Quality is important to me, so I’d rather pay quite a bit more money for an item of clothing which I think is going to last me longer and is going to be more comfortable and is going to stand up to more wear. Having said that I’m not fashion-conscious, I do like things to be in some way up-to-date. I do notice when clothes are a little bit outdated and I don’t especially want to wear clothes like that. All in all, I pay some attention to it, but not a lot. I like mainly natural fibres and fabrics and I’m not keen on artificial things, clothes and materials. Most of my clothes are cotton. 

I haven’t seen school uniforms in Hungary, I’ve only heard of the blue aprons primary school children used to wear to cover their clothes. In Britain, school uniform’s still a big thing. Right from the very early stages of school, unless you go to an independent school, more or less every school has a school uniform (even independent schools do). School uniforms are typically black or grey trousers with a white or blue shirt (this is for a boy), and then depending on the age and the school, they may have a tie, which would typically be a patterned tie, perhaps red and green stripes and they may have a jumper, a blue or grey jumper, then possibly a blazer as well. In my school I had to wear a blazer. 

I’m not sure school uniform is a good idea. It is one thing that’s always a matter for debate in England. Of course when you’re at school you hate it and it’s not a good thing. I suppose, all in all I’d have to say that seeing that most other European countries (as I understand it) don’t have a school uniform, I don’t think I can in any way say that wearing a uniform makes a big difference. So I think that school uniform is something which possibly has an impact on the way children behave and the way that they think. At least that’s the idea behind it. The concept is that if children are wearing a uniform, they feel part of a group, they feel part of the team, and that also certain pupils cannot be allowed to stand out from the crowd too much, just because they have more money or less money. However, in practice, these things don’t really work because I think that children see past the clothes and there are still outsiders in schools in Britain, even though they’re wearing the same uniform. It’s either because of their behaviour or because they are shunned by others. On the other hand, within uniform there are many variations. So when you say a ‘blue skirt for girls’, that can mean anything from a very cheap nylon skirt bought by a family who have got no money and resources to buy anything more up to a beautiful, top of the line, expensive designer skirt, which a rich family can buy.
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1 Fill in the gaps with expressions from the text. There are as many gaps as many words missing.

1. Jamie usually doesn’t spend too much time shopping, he just _________  _________a few shops and looks for comfortable things.

2. In his view, it is worth buying an _________ of clothing that is more expensive, because it _________  _________  _________  _________  _________.

3. According to Jamie, _________clothes are quite expensive, but they are likely to _________  _________.

4. He does not follow trends closely, but he likes to wear modern, _________ things.

5. Whenever he goes out to buy new clothes he tends to avoid buying clothes that are a bit _________.

6. Whether uniforms should be compulsory or not has been a _________  _________ _________ for a long time, and will remain so in the future. 

7. In Jamie’s opinion, wearing a school uniform _________  _________  _________on the way young people live.

8. In theory, the uniform allows pupils to feel _________ of a group but in _________, young people see _________ the clothes.

2 Fill in the gaps with the words in the box below. There is one expression you don’t need. The first one is done for you.
I always wear colourful and (0) extreme clothes.

I like trendy clothes, _____________(1), Ben does not care what he is wearing.

My Mom prefers long coats, _______________(2) when it is windy outside.

_____________(3) earlier, I have a large box full of shoe-laces of different colours.

My sister is extremely pretty, my mom is the most beautiful woman, and my dad is quite handsome. ______________(4), everybody in my family is very good-looking.

Anna likes buying nice skirts, ______________(5), she is saving up for a summer trip now, __________(6) she is not spending on clothes.

My favourite shirt is blue. ____________(7), I have three of them in the same colour.

	a) as I said    
	b) actually    

	c) all in all    
	d) especially    

	e) and    
	f) but    

	g) on the other hand   
	i)    however

	h) so    
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4 Tell your neighbour about your clothes-shopping habits and try to use as many highlighted expressions from the text as possible/ expressions that Jamie uses.

EXPRESSION BANK

I can’t say I’m fashion-conscious - 

nem mondhatnám, hogy követem a divatot

actually - 




valójában

I run around (a few shops) -


végigszaladok (pár bolton)

pick (some things) - 



felmarkolok (egy-két dolgot)

as I said - 




amint ezt már mondtam

not really my scene -  



nem igazán az én világom

I would rather go - 



szívesebben megyek ...

good quality - 




jó minőségű

important to me - 



fontos számomra

I would rather pay quite a bit more - 

inkább picit többet fizetek

an item of clothing - 



ruhadarab

last me longer - 



hosszabb ideig kitart (ti. ruha)

stand up to more wear - 


jobban bírja a gyűrődést (ruha!!)

having said that -



ugyanakkor, másrészről

up-to-date - 




divatos, modern

I do notice - 




észreveszem

a little bit outdated - 



kicsit ódivatú

all in all - 




összességében

I pay some attention to it - 


valamennyire odafigyelek rá

I like mainly natural fibres and fabrics-
leginkább a természetes anyagokat szeretem

I’m not not keen on - 



nem vagyok oda

if you’re in any kind of an official position – 
ha hivatalos helyen dolgozol

dress code - 




öltözködési szabályok

as long as it is neat and smart - 

feltéve, hogy tiszta és csinos

I’ve only heard of (blue aprons)- 

csak hallottam a (kék köpenyekről)

still a big thing - 



még mindig nagyon népszerű

right from the very early stages of school - 
rögtön az iskola kezdetétől

depending on the age - 


a kortól függően

patterned tie - 




mintás nyakkendő

I’m not sure school uniform is a good idea -
nem vagyok meggyőződve, hogy az iskolai egyenruha jó ötlet

a matter for debate - 



nagy vitákat vált ki

I suppose - 




azt hiszem, úgy gondolom

as I understand it - 



amennyire én tudom

makes a big difference - 


nagyon fontos/nagy különbség lenne

has an impact on (the way children behave) - hatással van (a gyerekek viselkedésére)

that’s the idea behind it - 


ez az elgondolás mögötte

the concept is that - 



az elv az, hogy ...

they feel part of a group - 


úgy érzik egy csoport tagjai

to stand out from the crowd - 


kiríni a tömegből

in practice - 




gyakorlatban

they are shunned by others - 


elkerülik őket a többiek

on the other hand - 



ugyanakkor, másrészről

top of the line skirt - 



nagyon ‘menő’, csinos  szoknya
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