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CRIME (AND PUNISHMENT) – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

1 Listen to and ead through the first part of the text and fill in the gaps using one word from the box below.

Part 1
	broken confirmed forced attacked held chained pickpocketing security scene street
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Actually, I had a bicycle stolen once – it was ___________ (1) up outside the place where I worked. And I had a flat ___________ (2)  into when I was a student. I came back from a holiday and found that some burglars had broken into the house. Fortunately, they hadn’t stolen anything of mine, they’d only stolen a few things of the other people who lived in the house. That time the police were called out and when that happens they have to examine the ___________ (3) of the crime. They have to look at the point of entry, where the burglars came in. Then, they have to write a report, where they ___________ (4) that the door was locked and the windows were closed and so on and somebody ___________ (5)  entry and then they take down a list of items stolen and then, if you’re insured, that police report is sent to the insurance company, or at least a copy of it, and hopefully the insurers pay for replacing the items that you had stolen.

I think public ___________ (6)  is a big issue because there are certain places in Britain, certain cities especially, where I think public safety is really not that great and people do fear for their safety. There’s quite a lot of ___________ (7) crime in some cities, muggings and even crimes against people like rape and stuff like that. There’s a lot of ___________ (8) in big cities, too. I think that in Budapest public safety is better. If people complain about it, it’s probably because it’s worse than it was maybe ten years ago – I’m only guessing – but compared to London or probably any city in America, it’s a lot better. I feel that I can walk around the streets at night alone most places, maybe not everywhere, but most places, without being afraid of being ___________ (9) or ___________ (10) up with a knife or having something stolen from me. 

TanárBlog tananyagbank                          




  www.tanarblog.hu
2 Now, listen to and read what Jamie says about drugs.

Part 2
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The official point of view on drugs is actually changing at the moment with regard to cannabis. Up to now cannabis has been put in a drug classification which makes it illegal to possess, take or sell. It can carry a prison sentence if you possess a certain amount of it. It’s not the most serious category, but it’s still a serious drug to have. It’s possible now that it may be moved into a lower category along with prescription drugs. So, actually owning it wouldn’t be illegal and it would be prescribable by doctors. However, other drugs are treated fairly strictly and seriously. The major drugs which are misused, such as heroin and cocaine and crack, LSD and, speed are all taken really seriously. And ecstasy as well. Ecstasy especially, because it was so common, especially at one time, in the 80s and 90s. It seemed, according to the papers anyway, that every dance club in Britain was full of people high on ecstasy. There were a few cases made public when young people died after taking it. Then there was a huge public outcry about it and how dangerous it was. 

I think that the drug issue could be dealt with in a more understanding and compassionate way. If it is the case that somebody turned to drugs because of his or her problems – and I don’t believe that this is always the case – then I believe that those people need listening to but primarily by their own parents.

3 Now decide which of the following statements are the same as Jamie used in his description of drugs (write T) and which statements are different (write F).
1 Authorities have changed their attitude to drugs in general. 
(
2 Cannabis has been categorized as a prescription drug.

(
3 Ecstasy used to be more widespread than it is now.

(
4 People were deeply upset about the dangers of ecstasy.

(
5 Jamie believes that the drug issue should be dealt with in a strict way. (
6 The key to the solution of the problem is within the family.
(
4 Now, take some time and think about Jamie’s points about taking drugs. How far do you agree with them? Discuss the issues raised with others from the class. 
EXPRESSION BANK

chained up 




le volt lakatolva/zárva

I had a flat broken into 


betörtek a lakásomba

burglars broke into the house


betörők betörtek a házba

hadn’t stolen anything of mine

semmimet nem lopták el

the police were called out 


kihívtuk a rendőrséget

examine the scene of the crime

átvizsgálni a tetthelyet

write a report




jelentést írni

confirm 




megerősíteni

somebody forced entry 


erőszakkal jött be valaki

take down a list of items stolen 

felvenni az ellopott dolgok listáját

you’re insured




van biztosításod

public security 



közbiztonság

is a big issue 




nagy ügy

people do fear for their safety


az emberek aggódnak a biztonságuk miatt

there’s quite a lot of street crime 

elég sok utcai bűneset van

muggings 




támadások

crimes against people 


emberek ellen elkövetett bűntények

pick-pocketing 



zsebtolvajlás

I’m only guessing 



cask sejtem

compared to London



Londonhoz viszonyítva

I can walk around the streets at night alone 
éjszaka egyedül sétálhatok az utcán

without being afraid of being attacked 
anélkül, hogy félnem kellene egy esetleges támadástól

being held up with a knife


késsel feltartóztatva

the official point of view on drugs is

a hivatalos álláspont a kábítószerekkel kapcsolatban

with regard to




tekintettel valamire

up to now




egészen mostanáig

it can carry a prison sentence


börtönbüntetést is vonhat maga után

other drugs are treated fairly strictly and seriously. 
Más kábítószereket meglehetősen szigorúan és komolyan vesznek


are all taken very very seriously

mindet nagyon-nagyon komolyan veszik

it was so common, 



annyira gyakori volt

at one time




egy időben

according to the papers 


az újságok szerint

there were a few cases made very public 
néhány esetet nyilvánosságra hoztak

there was a huge public outcry 

hatalmas közfelhábordást okozott

the drug issue could be dealt with in a more understanding and compassionate way 

a kábítószer kérdést több megértéssel éskönyörületesebben kellene kezelni

people need listening to

ezeket az embereket meg kell hallgatni 

primarily by the parents

elsősorban a szülőknek

