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THE AREA WHERE WE LIVE – SPOKEN ENGLISH 

1 What kind of houses are typical in the area where you live? Which of these would you choose for yourself to live in?

bedsit/studio flat
country mansion
detached house
semi-detached house

boat


flat in a block of flats

caravan
terraced house

[image: image1.jpg]


                         
[image: image2.jpg]


                          [image: image3.jpg]



What is your favourite place in Hungary, in your city/town/village/house? Why?

1 Look at the words / expressions below. Can you think of any way to connect them? E.g. shopping - for your wedding day. There are many different combinations and there is no ’correct’ answer.
broad roads
cheap and efficient
chest of drawers 
clothes 
convenient 

furnish a flat 
housing estate

old cars 
pollution 
public transport

shelves

shopping 
six-flat block

storage

suburb


symmetrical

tree-lined
wedding

2 Now listen to an Englishman talking and match one idea with another. e.g. The speaker mentions that he lives in a six-flat block in a suburb. 

Well, I live in a small flat in a six-flat block in a suburb of Budapest. We live on the first floor and we have a flat with a living room and a bedroom of about equal size, a hall, a larder, a bathroom and a kitchen. It’s a rather interesting place, where we live, because it’s a kind of housing estate, which was designed and built all at the same time, so it’s a planned estate. Since it’s almost exactly symmetrical in every way, it’s easy to get lost there. In the middle there’s a green park with a playground. The streets are very broad with very very wide grassy verges and pavements, so you get a feeling of an open, spacey area and almost all the streets are tree-lined. It’s also very convenient as on the corner of this estate there’s an underground stop. The traffic through there is minimal, although there are some main roads, which have heavier traffic.
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Actually, the air’s better than in the city, where pollution does bother me sometimes. I think in Budapest there are more old cars chucking out really pretty unpleasant exhaust fumes and littering in the city is, unfortunately, pretty bad, too.

Going back to traffic, I can walk for 10 minutes from my house and then I’m on the underground and then another 15 minutes and I’m in the centre of town, so it doesn’t take that much time. I think if you talk about public transport, the Budapest system is very good, and I say that for several reasons. One is that my experience is that, you know, I don’t have a car and I travel about Budapest by public transport all the time. It’s pretty easy to get from one point to another, no matter what those two points are. The other point of view is that it’s pretty cheap, I mean although people complain about the price sometimes. Considering what you get for it, I’d say that the price is pretty good, really, if you buy a pass.

The flat where we live belongs to my wife and I and so does the furniture in it. When we got married we got a lot of money at the wedding with which we could furnish the flat. So we could start from nothing and buy all the furniture we wanted. The first things that were most important were a good bed, and a sofa, because when you’re in the flat you want to be sitting down somewhere comfortable, so we got a nice sofa. Then, after that a table to eat at with some chairs. Of course, various appliances were very important to us as well, like a cooker, a fridge and a washing machine. Then, after those most important ones, we started thinking about storage, so we bought a shelving unit and a chest of drawers for the bedroom, but we still haven’t got everything we need; for example, we still haven’t got a wardrobe so our clothes are piled up on some shelves.

3  Answer the questions about the text.

1. What kind of area does the man live in?
____________________________________________________________________________
2. What negative things does he mention about the city? Can you think of others?

____________________________________________________________________________
3. What positive things does he mention about the city and how does he support them? Do you agree with him?

____________________________________________________________________________
4. What kind of flat does he live in and how has it been it furnished so far?

____________________________________________________________________________
EXPRESSION BANK

in a six-flat block in a suburb – hatlakásos házban a külvárosban

a living room and a bedroom of about equal size – kb. azonos nagyságú nappali és háló
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symmetrical in every way – minden tekintetben szimmetrikus

the streets are very broad – az utcák nagyon szélesek

you get a feeling of an open, spacey area – nyitott, tágas terület érzetét kelti

the streets are tree-lined – az utcákat fasor szegélyezi

the traffic through there is minimal – az átmenő forgalom csekély

pollution does bother me sometimes – a szennyezettség időnként zavar

old cars are chucking out really pretty unpleasant exhaust fumes – a régi autók nagyon kellemetlen füstöt bocsájtanak ki

littering - szemetelés

going back to traffic- visszatérve a forgalomra

another 15 minutes – még 15 perc

I say that for several reasons – több okból is mondom ezt

my experience is that – az én tapasztalatom az

it’s pretty easy to get from one point to another – igen könnyű az egyik helyről a másikra eljutni

no matter what those two points are – nem számít, melyik az a két pont

considering what you get for it – tekintetbe véve, hogy mit kapsz érte

pretty good – meglehetősen jó

if you buy a pass – ha veszel egy igazolványt

belongs to my wife – a feleségemé

furnish the flat – berendezni a lakást

