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Food and celebration  – Question time (B1)
Lead-in: What do you (or would you) typically eat …

…on a very hot summer day?

…when you’re in love?

…at Easter?

…in the evening at home after a very tiring day?

…at your own wedding?

…at Christmas?

…if you’re feeling sad?

…when you’re at your grandparents’?

…on holiday in the UK?

…if you’re very happy?

…on New Year’s Day?

1 Look at the questions below and circles the one(s) you would find most difficult tot alk about. Then listen to a Canadian woman and number the questions in the order she answers them. There is one question you will not hear.

a) Do you like food from other countries? If yes, which do you like most?

b) Are there any foods that you wouldn’t eat as a child that you eat now?

c) What’s your favourite food?

d) At what times do you usually eat your meals?

e) Do you have a favourite bar or cafe? If so, where is it and why do you like it?

f) Do you cook? If yes, what food do you cook the most often?

2 How do you say the following expressions in English? Discuss with a partner, then listen again and write down the expressions Sarah uses.

1) az ember kábé akkor eszik, amikor van ideje 
__________________________________________

2) a csirke volt kábé az egyetlen hús, amit meg tudtam enni  ________________________________

3) minden este ötfogásos ebédet főznék, ha lenne rá időm __________________________________

4) nem rossz a kaja 
____________________________________________

5) nagyon tápláló étel 
____________________________________________

3 Listen to Sarah answering some more questions and try to finish the questions.

g) Is there any food that you really _____________________ to eat?

h) What are some popular foods for the _____________________ season?

i) Do you like _____________________ new foods?

j) What would you _____________________ to a pot luck lunch?

4 Look at the tapescript at the end of this handout and listen again to questions f) – j). Underline one or two words or expressions connected to food in each answer that you would like to learn.

5 Discuss the questions a) – jk) with a partner for one minute each.

Qf: I’ve never really been one for dieting. I like food too much. I think when I was a teenager, I, I did the whole pretending to be anorexic thing, and making my friends and family think that I wasn’t eating, but secretly I’d be, you know, chowing down on hamburgers and chocolate bars in my bedroom. The only thing I can really think of is a cabbage soup diet that my sister and I tried when we were in university. And we made this massive pot of cabbage soup and it was supposed to be the only thing that you ate. And I think we lasted about 36 hours, and then gave up and went to McDonalds. 

Qg: Well, the only thing I can think of is oysters. Purely for the feel in your mouth. It’s just... It’s slimy, and it’s cold, and why would anybody wanna eat that? We went to a Christmas party once, and it was this restaurant that was famous for oysters, and everybody insisted that I try one. And there’s this picture of me with this look on my face like I’m about to die. It was the worst experience of my life.

I hate oysters.

Qh: Well, in my family it’s, it’s very typical, we have, you know, the large turkey, and my father always makes the stuffing, which is just very simple and traditional with onions and celery and sage. But the fragrance is just beautiful, and the whole house smells of it for the whole day. And you know, with all the, the trimmings, the potatoes and the vegetables, and mum will make raspberry pie for dessert, her famous raspberry pie, and chocolate, lots of chocolate. Grandma couldn’t live without chocolate.

Qi: I’m afraid to say I don’t. It’s actually a bit of a challenge to get me to try new things, and my boyfriend’s always encouraging me to do so, because once I do, I tend to like it. But I, I seem to have this attitude of “if I haven’t tried it, I don’t like it.” And so if somebody puts something in front of me that I haven’t seen or tried before, my immediate reaction is to say, “No, thank you.” And, uh, with a little bit of prodding, he usually succeeds in getting me to take a bite, at which point I will devour the whole plate.

Qj: Potlucks are supposed to be, you know, finger foods, or things that are easy for people to sort of serve themselves from. So maybe my shrimp dip, I think, would be what I’d bring, which is, you know, kind of a layered thing. You’ve got cream cheese with seasonings sort of as the base, and then covered with a shrimp cocktail sauce, and some shrimp, and then vegetables. A little bit of spring

onion, and peppers, maybe some black olives, and sprinkled with grated cheese. And that’s great. You just dip tortillas in it, and... very tasty.

