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The environment – Question time (B1)
Warmer:  Read the following problems and put a tick next to each one that you think you are ’guilty of’ – one way or another. If you think you are not guilty at all, put the tick in the ’not guilty’ box.

	
	GUILTY
	NOT GUILTY

	Air pollution
	
	

	Water pollution
	
	

	Cutting trees
	
	

	Hunger in Africa
	
	

	Global warming
	
	

	Noise pollution
	
	


1 Read the following questions about the environment and environmental protection and try to answer them.

1. How has the world changed since you were a young child?

2. Why should we recycle?

3. Do you usually drink bottled water?

4. Do you think cars should be banned from city centres?

5. What do you think of people who smoke cigarettes indoors?

2 You are going to listen to an Englishman answering the questions. Read the following words/expressions and try to guess in which question’s answer it could be used. Then listen and check.

they’ve got a non-smoking area

it would be stupid

turning the television on

it’s changed hugely

it’s entirely up to them

now I can get on the Internet

using up too many resources

the neighbourhood is just covered in plastic carrier bags

there is nothing wrong with drinking tap water

as far as a restaurant, or bar is concerned

it’s a small bit to save the environment, but it helps

one more bottle of water is another bottle of plastic

London has shown that it’s not a bad idea

3 Listen to the answers again and fill in the gaps below using a word or a short phrase.

a) One important change Stuart talks about is turning on the __________________ .

b) They had to wait for _____________________ before the picture came on.

c) Now, it is much easier because he can watch TV programmes ___________________ .

d) Stuart has seen some areas dirty and full of ___________________________ .

e) He also says that we shouldn’t drink ___________________ .

f) As for cars in the city centre, Stuart says that there is a good example ____________ .

g) According to Stuart, it it people’s own business if they smoke __________________ .

h) When he used to smoke, Stuart smoked outside in all kinds of ________________ .

4 Now read questions 6-10 and answer them with the help of the expressions given below.

6. What are some sources of alternative, renewable, energy?

there’s solar energy – I don’t know a lot about it to be honest – pumping out pollution into the air

7. What are some ways energy is wasted?

A lot of people waste a lot of energy – turn everything off – I think it’s very lazy that – save money

8. Are companies more or less environmentally responsible now than they were in the past?

there’s a lot of talk about – environmentally responsible

9. Should gas for motorists be more expensive?

Why shouldn’t they pay more for it? – use public transport – traffic jams – if they didn’t have a car

10. What’s happening to forests in the world? What happens when we remove forests? What can we

do to protect forests?

I’m no expert – Amazon forest – it can’t be good – kill off all of the forests – I’m not sure.

5 Finally, listen to Stuart’s answers to these questions. Was there anything that was very different from what you said?

