1 It, there + passive 
To make a statement less direct, we can also use the passive. This is especially typical in formal and semi-formal writing.

a) We use the structure ‘it + passive + that clause’ (meaning állítólag in Hungarian) with the following verbs: agree, allege, arrange, assume, believe, consider, decide, declare, discover, expect, fear, feel, find, hope, imagine, know, observe, presume, prove, report, say, show, suggest, suppose, think, understand.

It is assumed/believed/considered/said that it is much healthier to eat slowly. = People assume that …

It was agreed that we would all go.

b) With some verbs there + passive + to be + noun (but not adjective) can be used: acknowledge, allege, believe, consider, fear, feel, know, presume, report, say, suppose, think, understand.


There is reported to be a new species on our island.


There was felt to be a lot of tension in the room.


(NOT There was felt to be cold.)

c) The subject may move to the beginning of the sentence to form the structure ‘subject +  passive + (present or past) to infinitive’. This is possible with: acknowledge, allege, believe, consider, declare, know, recognise, report, say, suppose, think, understand.

When we refer to the present in general:


It is said that people eat less fruit in winter. (

People are said to eat less fruit in winter. (


Less fruit is said to be eaten in winter.

Present continuous:


It is believed that two girls are standing at the top of the bridge. (

Two girls are believed to be standing at the top of the bridge.

When we refer to the present perfect or any past:

It is reported that three men stole it yesterday ( 

Three men are reported to have stolen the car. OR


The car is reported to have been stolen by three people.

Remember the difference:

Sarah is said to learn everything by heart. 

Sarah is told to learn everything by heart. 

2 Rewrite the following popular beliefs using the structures above. Can you guess whether they are true or not?

1. There is a midlife crisis in most people’s lives.

2. Dreams hold meaning.

3. Lie detectors are reliable.

4. Handwriting reveals an individual’s personality traits.
5. People are either right-brained (emotional and artistic) or left-brained (logical and analytical).
6. Men and women are living on different planets.
7. Winston Churchill’s mom was travelling when she went into labour.

8. Armstrong never walked on the moon.

9. Lady Diana was not killed by the paparazzi following her.

10. Caesar was born by Caesarian section.

3 Can you rewrite the following news story using the structures above?

A research study published last week reported that people do not eat healthily. The researchers believe that people are confused about what and when to eat. For example, they know about a man who tried 30 kinds of diets in his life. The study also says that people eat more fatty food in the winter. What’s more, the scientists also presume that there is a link between a bad diet and depression. They show that eating regularly and slowly is a good start for a healthier life. Our reporters think that the researchers are working on a new diet, which they suppose will be published at the end of this year.

4 News stories: Watch the 4 short news items and take notes of the significance of the following: 

White House – 

lip syncing

mascot –

military –

8 years –

burglar –

fingers –

laugh –

school shooting – 

conflicts

Explanations:

1. No. Research findings show that midlife is typically accompanied by a greater sense of well-being and control over one's life than before.

2. No. It makes sense that our daily thoughts and emotions can pop up in dreams—but the evidence just isn't there that dreams are windows into the subconscious. "Most contemporary scientists reject the idea that specific dream images carry universal symbolic meaning," they write.

3. No. In a perfect world, according to the authors, it would be called an "arousal detector," not a lie detector, since it measures how the body reacts to certain questions—a far-from-perfect truthfulness indicator.

4. Despite claims by "graphologists," research suggests that how you write reveals virtually nothing about your personality.

5. Although the two sides of the brain may process information somewhat differently, their styles overlap far more than they differ.

6. No. Any differences in how men and women communicate are generally slight.

7. Yes. In November of 1874, Lady Randolph Churchill was very pregnant, but despite her condition was travelling with her husband. During the ride, she began to have labor pains, forcing the couple to seek shelter. The Churchills arrived at Blenheim Palace - the closest palace at the time - and asked for a room in which the fruit of Lady Churchill's loins could be dropped from the tree. Unfortunately, a grand ball was taking place at the moment, and there was no room to be had. The Churchills had to make do with a bed of hay in the manger behind the palace. It is there that little Winston Churchill was born.

8. No, it’s not true, they walked on the moon. Still, some people insist they did not – that it was all a huge conspiracy.

9. Yes, it’s true. Autopsy results revealed that Henri Paul, the driver, had a blood alcohol level at least three times the legal limit. At the end of a two-year police investigation, the paparazzi were largely exonerated and the preponderance of the blame -- in official circles, at least.

10. No. The idea that Julius Caesar was born by Caesarean Section is old, but since Caesar’s mother, Aurelia, was involved in his upbringing, and the surgical techniques of the 1st (or 2nd) century B.C. should have left her dead, it is unlikely that the story about Caesar’s birth by C-section is true.
